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Attnoven there seems to be no doubt, 
Gentlemen, that the majority of puerperal 
women would do perfectly well, even 
though they were subjected to no peculiar 
rule of discipline ; yet, as it is certain that 
women become more susceptible of disease 
after parturition has taken place, a par- 
ticular method of treatment is usually pre- 
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scribed even for the healthiest and most | 
robust women, and of this I now proceed to | 


speak. 
Immediately after parturition has been 


completed, if you have no reason to sus- | 


pect that laceration of the perineum has 
occurred, it is not necessary that you should 
examine this part ; but if, from the circum- 
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narrowing that takes place after the trans- 
verse distention that is occasioned by the 
child’s head. If you still doubt, you may in- 
spect ; nor is it necessary, in doing this, to 
occasion much exposure of the person. 

I know not whether the opinion of women 
is well grounded or not, but their persuasion 
is, that they are very liable to catch cold in 
the uterus, and parts contiguous, after de- 
livery. Such an opinion prevailing, it is 
proper that the softer parts should be imme- 
diately clothed ; and though I explained 
the manner in which this ought to be done 
on a former occasion, as it is a point of 
practical importance, I will again advert to 
it. In performing this office, you take a 
napkin dry and properly aired by the nurse, 
and fold it into an oblong form, and the 
woman lying on her left side, you place the 
napkin over the pubis, carrying it up in 
front and behind, so as to cover the geni- 
tals, A second napkin prepared in the 
same manner, you pass it between the bed 
and the hip below, afterwards carrying it 
upwards, so as to foldit over the hip above, 
as here shown; and, then, taking a third 
napkia, you lay it over the hips above, 
afterwards carrying it beneath the under 
hip, as demonstrated on the image. By the 
application of these three napkins, the 
centre of the person may be kept very se- 
cure, so that the patient is shut out, as it 


| were, from all the blood and water, and 


stances of the labour, the rigidity of the | 
|} son, the access of the cold air being also in- 


softer organs, the largeness of the child, the 
unfavourable position of the head, the use of 
instruments, or other considerations, you 
have reason to believe that more or less la- 
ceration of the perineum has taken place, a 
very convenient time of satisfying the mind 
upon this point, is the moment after the 
child is come ifito the world. Neglecting to 
make your examination at this time, you 
may perhaps afterwards meet with symptoms, 
which lead you to suspect laceration ; and 
disliking to examine the parts a day or two 
after delivery, for fear of alarming the pa- 
tient, your mind may be kept ina state of 
suspense and distraction, of all others the 
most unpleasing to the feelings. When 
lacerations occur, you may always know it 
by the touch, allowance being made for the 
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other moisture, that °" lie about her per- 


tercepted. 

Again. In all cases, where there has 
been a large child, or a plurality of chil- 
dren—or where, from other causes, there 
has been sudden and great collapse of the 
abdomen, it becomes necessary to compress 
the abdomen with a broad bandage, so as to 
give an agreeable support to the muscles, 
the woman feeling, after delivery, as if she 
was falling into pieces. This practice, 
which should certainly be adopted on all 
occasions when there is an unusual collapse 
of the abdomen, may, I think, be followed 
with advantage in most instances ; andI am 
now accustomed to apply a broad bandage of 
calico, ora towel, round the clothes externally, 
so as to comprise the abdomen, and give it 
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support. Before the patient takes her place | within the first hour after delivery women 
on the bed, for the purposes of delivery,| have been carried off very unexpectedly, 
it is better, perhaps, that this bandage sometimes by internal bleeding, and more 
should be put on; should you, however, | frequently by discharges of blood exter- 
delay its application till the delivery is com- | nally, I should recommend you, more espe- 
pleted, it may not be amiss to remember, | cially if you are beginning your practice, to 
that you ought not to raise your patient to| remain in an adjoining chamber till the pa- 
the sedentary posture. In these cases, she | tient is put to bed, seeing her afterwards 
ought to lie almost still; and when the| before you quit her apartments—for acci- 
bandage is to be passed, the operator may ' dents may occur, rhe daughter of one of 
glide his arm beneath her person, so that/my friends was delivered by an excellent 
the hand appears on the other side ; whe :,| practitioner, who left her to sppearance 
grasping the end of the bandage, he easily | doing well. She was put to bed, and just 
draws it forth; afterwards adjusting and{as he was on the point of quitting the 
fixing it, so as to give the necessary sup- | house, alarming symptoms occurring, he 

rt tothe parts. For this office, Gaitskell’s| hurried to the bed side, and within the 
is well edapted, and at the close of compass of five minutes saw her dying and 
the Lecture I will give you his rules for|dead. These cases ate not common; but 
managing it. their occurrence is sufficiently frequent to 

After most deliveries, and especially | give value and importance to the rale which 
those where there has been a good deal of | 1 have just prescribed. I wish not to alarn. 
exertion, the patient is liable to feel very | you, needlessly, by relating accidents ofthis 
exhausted and weary. Now this exhaustion,|kind. After delivery, in country practice 
more especially felt immediately on the | especially, the vast majority of women will 
birth of the child, may be relieved by the| certainly do well; let it not be forgotten, 
administration of some cordial ; say, for in-| however, that in some anomalous cases, 
stance, of two or three tea-spoonsful of| women sometimes die very unexpectedly ; 
brandy, rum, or Geneva, diluted with five or jand, therefore, that it is wise (particularly 
six of warm water,—a little sugar and nut- when you are beginning your practice) to 
meg being added to flavour the draught; it| remain in an adjoining apartment, and to pay 
warms the stomach, and exhilirates the | your farewell visit when the patient is in 
spirits ; and, in general, the administration | bed. Finding the woman in her bed, you 
of it gives no dissatisfaction to the patient. | may satisfy yourselves whether the bandage 





Where alarming floodings have taken 
place, a great deal of blood being lost, in 
general it becomes necessary to confine 
the woman strictly to one position for twelve 
or sixteen hours, nor ought she needlessly 
to stir hand or foot, lest further flooding or 
collapse should ensue. In ordinary cases, 
however, and such I am now considering, 
after the birth of the child and the removal 
of the placenta, it is enough for the patient 
to lie in one position for three quarters of an 
hour or an hour, during which time the 





of the safeguard as it is called, (a sort of petti- 
coat open in front,) has been brought to a due 
degree of tension. I should observe further, 
that, on seeing the patient, if there has been 
the least proneness to flooding, you should, 
more especially, inquire into the circum- 
Stances of the bleeding. In the general, 
you are told that no discharge is felt; and 
when you lay your hand on the abdomen, 
anxious to satisfy yourselves of the fact, you 
find the uterus contracted, and, on com- 
pression with the hand, you do not find that 


hurse may wash and dress the child, and | blood is urged away. Sometimes, however, 
set the room in order. After reposing in| bleeding really occurs, and then all is safe ; 


this manner, she is to be put into bed ; and} 


though I believe that our women after 
delivery might often rise and walk with im- 


punity, like those of barbarous nations, | 


nevertheless, in such exertion, there would 
be no small danger, in many instances, for 
the womb might descend ; and I have my- 
self seen a woman perish under a flooding 
induced by rising to the erect position. Be- 
fore delivery, therefore, the bed should be 
arranged ; and, then, after the birth of the 
child and its placenta, provided the nurse 
thoroughly understand Nee duties, the pa- 
tient may be deposited in it with very little 
disturbance, and it can seldom be neces- 
saty, OF proper, to raise her to the erect 


posture. 
As it has repeatedly happened, that 








but if there should happen to be an internal 
hemorrhagia, you may distinguish it by 
coldness, weakness, faintness, and by the 
gushing forth of the blood, when you press 
forcibly on the abdomen. 

Seeing the patient after she has been put 
to bed, you will then order what medicine 
is necessary; if she has had no child be- 
fore, probably she will have no pains; but 
if she has had a large family, she may have 
very violent after-pains ; and for these you 
may prescribe from twenty-five to thirty 
drops of the tincture of opium, a drachm or 
two of sirop of red poppies, and an ounce 
of camphor mizture. Of these draughts, 
you may order two; one to be taken an 
hour after you quit the patient, should pain 
urge, end one to be administered an hour 
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DR. BLUNDELL ON AFTER-TREATMENT, 803 


after the preceding, should the former fail to | provided there be no other bad symptoms, 
relieve. you need not disturb yourselves, but you 
Although, Gentlemen, as I have ob- | ought always to inquire for these symptoms, 
served before, the majority of women do | and for the symptoms of uterine inflamme- 
very well after parturition, and particularly | tion more especially ; for inflammation of 
in country places, yet it is to be remem-| the womb is found sometimes to occasion 
bered that they are liable to some very the suppression of the lochial discharge. 
formidable diseases, and certainly more fre-| Into the state of the bladder you should 
quently so in large towns, and in the middle pot neglect to inquire; the woman gene- 
of a dense population ; hence the necessity rally passes her urine well enough, but 
of attending to the woman during the first | sometimes she does not pass it sufficiently, 
two or three weeks. It may not be amiss to | and sometimes one or two pints, or one or 
remark, that there is a popular opinion, that two quarts, may accumulate, although the 
if women get wo the ninth day, they are | urine comes away in a copious stream, the 
secure. And this popular opinion is not bladder never being thoroughly evacuated, 
without some truth for its foundation ; for | ang enlargement of the abdomen, and 
almost all the more formidable accidents to | yjolent spasms and much fever may be 
which puerperal women are liable, occur | produced, so that the bladder is in danger 
within the first few days after delivery ; and, | of bursting ; an example of which I saw not 
therefore, in town practice especially, it is | three weeks ago. The state of the breast 
most important that you should be very|is not to be overlooked ; often the breasts 
attentive to your patient during the first! are enlarged, hardened, and painful, espe- 
week; bring her safely through the first! cially on the third day, reckoning the day 
week, and she will generally do well. | of delivery as the first; and if a woman 
When you are visiting a patient after de- | have had abscesses in her breast, you should 
livery, one of your first objects should be to! watch the bosom with more than ordinary 
ascertain whether there be any incipient) care, If puerperal fever be prevalent, of 
disease ; for sometimes the bledder is get- | course you will inquire whether the pa- 
ting overloaded with urine ; or the bowels, | tient have symptoms of this, more especially 
not having been cleared out before delivery, | on the second or third day. If the labour 
remain constipated ; or inflammation begins | have been laborious, and you have been 
in the peritoneum ; or there is inflammation | obliged to use instruments, inquire whether 
in the breast, phlegmasia dolens, fatal cere- | there has been much swelling of the softer 
bral disease, or the like. Now if you find | parts,—whether the urine flow freely,— 
your patient looking cheerful and well, and | whether the rectum preserve its retentive 
complaining of no uneasiness whatever, there | power. If the patient have risen, which she 
is little doubt that all is secure; on the | usually does about the fifth day, as the 
other hand, if you find something hanging | general rule, then learn from her whether 
about her, and preventing her getting for-| she has any symptoms of prolapsus uteri, a 
ward in the usual manner, you should then | disease to which women, who have had 
be more solicitous in your inquiries, as the | large families, are extremely obnoxious. 
forming of disease may be suspected. In| To restore the uterus, the horizontal pos- 
those cases, you should learn whether her) ture is a great help ; and if the tendency 
nerves have been much distarbed, or whe- | to prolapsus be strong, the patient ought to 
ther she sleeps badly, for sometimes women | confine herself to the one posture (the hori- 
are liable to puerperal irritability, or to| zontal) for five or six weeks together, as 
puerperal mania. Ascertain what is the| religiously as an oriental fanatic. In all 
state of the bowels ; sometimes they may | cases, on visiting the patient, after delivery, 
have been constipated before delivery, and | be sure to count the pulse. I will not say 
may remain so afterwards, anda great deal of | the woman is always in danger when her 
pain, like that of ».+rperal fever, may be pulse is above 100, but when this is the 
produced, all which, . »wever, readily yields case, you ought always to watch her ; and, 
to purgatives. Inqu. ~ agein, respecting | on the other hand, when the pulse is below 
the after-pains; whe. women are doing | 100, when it is 95, 90, 85, or 80, in the 
very well, they usually have the after-paixs | minute, you may be sure that she is safe ; 
slightly ; bat if the puerperal fever is preva- \there is no one symptom which indicates 
lent at the time, you may suspect this is | disease or safety so neatly and clearly as 
going to attack your patient, provided these | the frequency of the pulse. 
pains recur with unusual severity, and you! Here, then, are some important points, 
should, therefore, direct your inquiries ac- | to which your attention may be directed, 
cordingly. Women themselves are anxious |for the first few days after delivery.— 
about the lochia, and you should, there- |The state of the perineum, the state of the 
fore, inquire how this is going on ; if it i8|perves, the state of the bowels, the state 
moderately copious, all is well; if, on the |of the after-pains, of the lochia, of the 
other hand, it has been suddenly suppressed, j bladder, of the breast—if puerperal fever 
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‘labour has been more laborious than ordi- 
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he prevalent, inquire into the symptoms of 
this disease in the incipient state. If the 


nary, attend to the state of the bladder, 
rectum, and softer parts. If the patient be 
risen, ascertain whether there is or is not any 
disposition to prolapsus of the womb. The 
pulse ought always to be counted, as the fre- 
quency of it is so valuable an indication of 
the security or danger of the patient. 

When you make your visit, the day 
after the delivery, you will be often asked 
what diet the patient should employ. Now, 
during the first three inflammatory days, | 
and till the period of the milk-fever is 
passed away, it is best, according to the 
old practice, to keep the woman on very 
low diet, consisting of gruel or arrow-root, 
or milk and water, equal parts—to dilute the 
London milk is unnecessary, thanks to the 
kind and preventive forethought of those 
who distribute it, There are a very few 
cases of very delicate women, in which 
it may be requisite to allow beef-tea, or 
even solid food, from the first day, but 
those cases are to be looked upon 4s ex- 
ceptions to the general rule. After the 
period of milk-fever is away, the patient 
may be gradually brought back again to her 
usual mode of living ; beginning with beef- 
tea, she may thea proceed to the use of the 
white meats, chicken, veal, fish, afterwards 
making use of mutton, beef, and stronger 
food. Although it is certainly unwise, and 
especially when the puerperal fever is epi- 





AFTER-TREATMENT, 


zther, valerian, opium, or, above all, hyos- 
cyamus: spermaceti draughts are as good 
as any thing—the sovereignest thing on 
earth for an inward bruise, as we learn from 
very ancient authority. If there is a little 
fever, diaphoretics, (for example, ) the liquor 
ammoniz acetatis may be given, from half 
an ounce to an ounce, with a little camphor 
mixture, may be administered, in the course 
of the four-and-twenty hours; sometimes 
double this quantity may be taken with ad- 
vantage, 

Women should not be allowed to rise till 
the fifth day ; it is an error to rise earlier, 
and gives rise to the coming down of the 
womb. When they sit up, they should do 
so at first for a few minutes only, then lying 
down again whenever any bearing down 
is perceived. In general, sofas are prefer- 
able to easy chairs, and the horizontal pos- 
ture is better for the patient than the se- 
deatary. Patients are not usually allowed 
to quit the bed-chamber till the end of the 
third or fourth week; in warm weather, 
they leave the nest a little earlier. 

When you make your visits, it will be ex- 
pected that you see the child; of course, it 
is always unusually handsome (laughter) ; 
and it would be a pity to deprive the 
mother of the pleasure of hearing this, 
lindeed, to drop all badinage, it must, 1 
think, be admitted, that the first few years 
of life are often full of graces. The prin- 
cipal points, however, to which you are to 
attend medically, are the bulk of the child 


demic, to bring the woman too rapidly for- | and the state of the bowels. Ifthe infant is 
ward as to her food, yet | am persuaded we | large and plump, and of rapid growth, the 
may sometimes err in not giving enough, | Omens are favourable ; but should it waste, 
and especially where the woman is giving | you will then frequently learn, on inquiry, 
milk to support the child. With respect | that the bowels are acting six or eight times, 
to the beverage, it may consist of milk and | or oftener, daily, and that the infant openly 
water, or toast and water, or weak black |or clandestinely has been taking spoon- 
tea, before the period of milk-fever ; butafter| meat, One kind of food only is thoroughly 
the period of milk fever is passed, a more | well adapted to the stomach and bowels of 
stimulant beverage may be used, not, how- | young infants, and that is the human milk. 


ever, unless symptoms seem to require it, 
With respect to medicines, I have to re- 
mark, that when the patient is, on the} 
whole, doing well, there is little need of 
having recourse to them; but should the 
patient be solicitous, you may order some- 
thing that will do no harm, to be taken four 
or six times during the course of the four- 
and-twenty hours. Now and then operative | 
medicines are required, and on the third} 


If children thrive on spoon-meat, it is all 
very well, but the experiment ought never 
to be made wantonly, and when the food is 
given, even though it seem to agree with 
them, they ought to be closely watched. 
Infants sometimes thrive well enough on 
an artificial diet during the first fortnight, 
and then suddenly give way. 


And here, gentlemen, we will bring to its 


day the bowels may be cleared ; eastor oil,| close that part of our course of Lectures 
or rhubarb, or senna and salts, being admi- | which is purely obstetric ; a few more Lec- 
nistered for the purpose : in the general, I | tures will be subjoined, iu which, agreeably 
prefer castor oi! to any other medicine ; but | to my original plan, I shall enlarge a little 


there are some women who have a great 
dislike to it, and their stomachs reject it. 
Again, when women are nervous, as they 
frequently are, or irritahle after delivery, 
some mediciaes which are calculated to 
sooth may be given; castor, camphor, 


on the anatomy and physiology of the gravid 
uterus, as well as on the diseases of the un- 
impregnated genitals; but I wish these 
Lectures to be considered, not as an inte- 
gral part of the course, but as forming a 
sort of supplement to the entire body of 
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Sdly. After the Fetus is expelled.—The 
third row of tapes must now be employed 
to lessen the abdominal cavity, and com- 
press the uterus, At this period it is most 
essentially useful, by facilitating the action 
of that organ in detaching and expelling 
the placenta. 

4thly. After the Expulsion of the Placenta.— 
| Many a woman, after an easy labour, and 
| early expulsion of the placenta, is subjected 
| to an atonic state of the uterus, followed by 
internal flooding and death, though there is 
no external appearance of hemorrhage. 

* In this way I have known five in- 
stances of sudden death; the os tince 
closely contracted, and the cavity of the 


obstetric instruction, which it has been my 
eudeavour to communicate. The signs of 
gestation will be best understood after | 
have treated of the gravid uterus. I forbear, 
therefore, to give them here: Dum res ma- 
neant fugiant verba. Of the defects in the 
style of these Lectures, no one can be 
more sensible than myself; allow me to 
observe, however, in the way of explana- 
tion and apology, that throughout the course 
it has been my object to choose for you that 
kind of information which avails at the bed- 
side, and tocommunicate that information in 
& manner quaint, sometimes, no doubt, but 
still, perhaps, not altogether ill-calculated 
to strike the attention and fix upon the me- | 
mory. To oratory I make no pretension ; | : ’ 
indeed, I am free to confess, that I cannot | Uterus distended with fluid and coagulated 
conquer my dislike to an art which prac- | blood. ‘This was not suspected, till disco- 
tises on the infirmities of the mind, and| Yered by post-mortem examination. The 
which, provided it may persuade the mob of | proper application of , the bandage com- 
all ranks, seems to be equally well contented | Pl¢tely prevents this misfortune. . 
with truth or falsehood. ‘The folly of the|  “ Another good effect is that of restoring 
auditor is the strength of the orator; the | ‘& energy of the abdominal muscles, aud 
strength of the philosopher is his good | ™Proving the personal figure. 


sense. It is difficult to sustain at once two| “In illustration of the dangers pending 
opposite characters. jon those females who are so unfortunate as 


to be delivered without a supporting band- 
age, I subjoin a few cases.” 





Divections for applying Mr. Gaitskell’s Obstet-i- } ; : . “ 
cal Bandage, or Bandage of Support. | A lady, aged thirty, of a delicate consti- 

. : ’ : tution, was brought to bed of a fine healthy 
Turis bandage is applicable to four different | -hild ; had an easy labour, and the placenta 
periods of parturition. followed in about fifteen minutes, with no 
Ast. The Eighth Month of Pregnancy.— At }more than the usual discharge. As the pa- 
this period, the abdomen is often pendu- | tient felt a little refreshed, the accoucheur 
lous, particularly in fat women, and those | went down to his breakfast, but had scarcely 
who have borne many children. The over- begun, when the nurse ran down, and, ina 
stretching of the abdominal muscles de-|furried accent, stated her mistress was 
stroys their tone, and lessens the elasticity fainting ; the accoucheur immediately vi- 
of the integuments, which produces pain in! sited his patient, and found her as described 
the lambar region, and many uncomfortable |}y the nurse; the face and skin pallid— 
feelings. These are greatly relieved by the | tie extremities cold — the pulse feeble, 
application of the bandage, which should 'quick, and scarcely perceptible, while the 
be placed under the linen, and tied in the} ghdomen was greatly enlarged. On ex- 
middle of the loins. : jamining the napkins, they were found un- 
@ndly. At the Commencement of Labour.—| soijed ; and, on examining the vagina, the 


In this instance, the bandage should be! 
applied exterior to the clothes, and tied on| 
the right side of the abdomen, the patient 
lying on her left. It can be applied with 
more facility in the erect position of the | 
trunk. 

The pressure must be regulated by the | 
feelings of the patient, as the integuments | 
and fascia are in some cases exquisitely 
tender. 

When the membranes are broken, and 
the waters discharged, the second row of 
tapes must be tied ; by these means, the 
parietes of the abdomen are brought into 
contact with the enlarged uterus, which, 
embracing it, furnishes several additional 
points of support: this enables that organ | 
to act with more energy in propelling and 
expelling the foetus. 


os Lince was found closely contracted: upon 
pressing it with the finger, it produced 
pain, when much fluid and coagulated blood 
were expelled. He now thought it neces- 
sary to dilate the os tince, i itroduced the 
hand, and empty the uterus of its contents ; 
and at the same time to give support, by 
pinning a napkin tight round the waist, By 
these means, the uterine contraction was 
completed, the hemorrhage stopped, and 
the patient finally, but » great difficulty, 
recovered. 

The quantity of blood lost on this occa- 
sion, was calculated at more than two 
quarts. 


A similar case occurred to the same gen- 


tleman a few years after, which induced 


him to employ a table napkin as a bandage 





806 LITHOTRITY BY M. CIVIALE. 
of support; since which, in forty years’ | 
extensive practice, he had the good fortune 
to meet with no more such distressing cir- 
cumstances. 

Case 2. A lady in this parish was deli- 
vered by a female midwife. The labour 
was fair and easy, and every thing went on | stone 
to her wishes; the midwife left her with- 
out pressing the abdomen, or applying a} 
bandage, while she dedicated her time to| ‘T's extraordinary success which M. Civiale 
the child. A few minutes after this, her|has experienced by his method of treating 
patient grew faint, turned pale, and quickly | stone in the bladder, entitles it to more at- 
expired. There was no external hemorrhage. | | tention than has hitherto been bestowed on 

On the post-mortem examination, the | it by the practitioner of this country. We 
uterus was found filled with fluid and coa-| presume that our readers are acquainted 
gulated blood, and extended to the scrobi-| with this method, and have no doubt that 
culus cordis. | the following case will contribute to excite 

The remarks I have to offer on these | their interest in its favour. 
cases are—the necessity of compression of | Morin, 68 years of age, of a very 
the abdomen immediately after the expul- | irritable temperament, began, in 1825, to 
sion of the placenta; the examination of | be affected with considerable strangury and 
the pulse and countenance, and not too|dysuria. The application of leeches and 
hasty a departure of the practitioner, as in | | poultices to the perineum, warm baths, and 
all those who have been rescued, it has| a spare diet, relieved these symptoms, but 
been accomplished by the prompt introduc- | did not prevent their frequent recurrence 
tion of the hand into the cavity of the ute-|daring 1826. At this time hectic fever 
rus for the discharge of its contents, aided | began to appear, and the urine deposited 
by external compression, and the mechani- | purulent matter, the quantity of which gra- 
cal stimulus of the hand bringing on its| dually increased. As the patient obsti- 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


a 


IN THE BLADDER SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED BY LITHOTRITY. 


pfoper contraction. Should these fail, there | nately refused to be sounded, it is uncer- 
is only one more resource—the transfusion | tain whether, at this period, a stone had 


of human blood, recommended by my friend | been formed. The symptoms becoming, 
Dr. Blundell.” | however, more urgent, the patient was at 

**Weare informed by Mr.Gaitskell, whose | last sounded, and a stone was found in the 
experience has been almost unlimited, that, | bladder, which was so irritable that the 
out of 7,000 eases of midwifery, occurring | introduction of the sound was followed 
in his practice during the last forty- -five | by acute cystitis, which could only be 
years, he cannot recollect a single instance | reduced to a sub-inflammatory state by a 
of fatal uterine hemorrhage. Before he | very active antiphlogistic treatment. Under 
constructed this bandage, he was in the | thesecircumstances, M.Civiale’s method was 
constant habit of employing a small table | proposed, and although the hectic state of 
napkin, But the bandage in question is| the patient, colliquative sweats, the greatest 
more extensive in its application, while it) debility, with nausea, &c., gave a very 
is extremely simple ; as it is applied at the| unfavourable prognosis, this gentleman 
very commencement of labour, and follows | readily consented to perform the operation 
it through all its different stages.” (This is | of lithotrity. 


« reviewer's remark, ) 

N.B. The bandage is made by a poor 
deformed young woman (Miss Grierson, 
No. 6, Bedford Place, Deptford Lower 
Road), and costs but four shillings. It 
will last a female for life. 

P.S. Mr, Gaitskell forgot to mention, 
that, before the bandage is put on, ils uti- 
lity would be increased, if a small pillow 
were placed on the abdomen, previously to 
drawing the tapes. 


[The passages in inverted commas, have 
been taken from a small tract published by 
Mr. Gaitshell.] 


The learned Lecturer quitted the theatre 
amidst the enthusiastic applauses of a highly- 
respectable numerous class. 


The patient was prepared for it by light 
tonics, with small doses of opium and emol- 
lient clysters ; at the same time a nourish- 
ing diet, semicupia, and poultices on the 
abdomen, were employed. The strength of 
the patient was by these means somewhat 
improved, and the fever, in some degree, 
subsided ; the urine continued, however, 
to be purulent. The irritability of the blad- 
der had so far diminished, as to admit of 
the daily introduction of an elastic bougie, 
and of its remaining for some time in the 
bladder. At the beginning of April, 1827, 
the health of the patient appeared to be so 
much improved, that it was thought advis- 
able not to delay the operation any longer. 

An injection of tepid water was made, 
and although performed with the greatest 





caution, this part of the operation, as well 












as the introduction of the small forceps, | 
appeared to cause excessive pain, and made | 
the patient almost intractable: at last M. 
Civiale succeéded in taking bold of the 
stone. The forceps being of smaller di- 
mensions than usual, and the stone, on| 
account of the great sufferings of the patient, 
not being well fixed, only a small part of it 
could be reduced to powder. Some slight 
irritation of the bladder followed this first 
attempt, and the quantity of purulent mat- 
ter in the urine increased ; however, in a 
short time, this exacerbation was subdued, 
and the patient appeared to experience 
much more relief than was expected. 

On the 3ist of May the operation was 
repeated, but without much success. 

On the 9th of June, the patient seemed 
less affected by the introduction of the for- | 
ceps, and a considerable portion of the 
stone was reduced to powder, and after- 
wards voided with the urine. 

On the 14th of June, the operator was 
able to introduce a larger pair of forceps, 
and a great quantity of powder and frag- 
ments of the stone was passed after the 
operation. 

At the fifth operation, which was very 
successful, the patient felt searcely any 
pain; but, on the following evening, in- 
flammation of the left testicle and sperma- 
tic chord ensued: by the means of leeches, 
poultices, and absolute quiet, these symp-| 
toms subsided within a fortnight. 

The sixth and seventh operations were 
not followed by any bad symptom, and a} 
great portion of the stone was removed in| 
powder and small pieces. 

The eighth operation seemed to have | 
completed the cure, and, on the ist of 
August, the health was almost perfectly 
restored; the urine was passed regularly 
without any pain, the patient had regained 
his strength, the fever had entirely disup- 
peared, &c. 

On the 6th of August, on examination, 
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| epidemy appeared. 


| 
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lieved, but rather of medical policy ; it eon- 
sisted, originally, in salting the bodies with 
natron, with which the country abounds, 
and in afterwards drying them ; when thus 
prepared, the bodies were deposited in 
places inaccessible to the inundation, and 
which were the better suited to this purpose, 
as being, from the same reason, sterile. This 
was the original mode of embalming; the 
additional processes, which were gradually 
introduced, are to be regarded metely as 
the effect of luxury. According to M. Pa- 


| Tiset, it appears from the most accurate in- 


quiries, that in the fourth century of our 
era, the custom of embalming began to fall 
into disuse in Egypt; that the oriental 


| plague did not show itself before the begin- 


ning of the sixth, and that the diseases, 
which are described by Greek authors, and 
in the scriptures, evidently want the cha- 
racteristic symptoms of the plague. Before 
the sixth century, Egypt had, for nearly 
three thousand years, been one of the most 
healthy countries in the world; but the 
Christian religion having been introduced 
into Egypt, the custom of embalming was 
looked upon as a profane ceremony, and 
during the fifth and sixth centuries it was, 
according to Abbé Fleury’s statement, for- 
mally prohibited, and the present mode of 
inhumation introduced. In the year 542, 
or 98 years before the conquest of Egypt by 
the Arabians, the first and most terrible 
From the coincidence 
of these historical facts, it seems very likely 
that the interment of the dead), in a coun- 
try which, after a yearly inundation of four 
months, is exposed to an intense heat,) and 
the subsequent putrid fermentation of ani- 
mal matter, were the original causes of the 
plague. Humidity, acertain degree of atmo- 
spheric heat, aud animal matter, are, ac- 
| cording to M. Pariset, the conditions neces- 
| sary for the development of the plague. In 
|no country of the world do these cireum- 
| stances concur in such an eminent degree, 








some fragments were discovered, which |as in Egypt; and thus it is very easily ex- 
were easily reduced to powder, or extracted. | plained, why this formidable disease should 
On further repeated examinations, no | have originated in it. From thence it was 
trace of any remaining fragments could be | carried into other countries ; but in the lat- 
found and the patient, at the time of draw- | ter the disease is not so terrible, nor do 
ing up the report, (in the middle of 1828,)| the conditions exist there necessary for 
enjoyed excellent health. | the spontaneous production of the plague, 
Asa strong proof of the former, it may be 
mentioned, that at Smyrna, ships from Con- 
OF THE ORIWIN OF THE PLAGUE, stantinople are never put into quarantine, 
In the Révue Médicale, M. Pariset brings| while those from Egypt always are so. 
forward a new opinion on the object of em-| M. Pariset maintains, that the best, if not 
balming in Egypt. He endeavours to show, | the only, means of arresting the further pro- 
by statistical calculations, that the inhabi- | gress of the plague, is the re-introduction of 
tants of this country possessed no other | embalming in Egypt, to the extent to which 
means of protecting themselves against the | it was formerly adopted. 
injurious effuvia of putrid animal sub-| We conclude this notice with stating, 
stances, and that it was, consequently, not an | that M. Pariset left Paris, at the end of last 
object of religion, as has hitherto been be- | month, for Marseilles, in order to examine 
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the epidemy now prevailing at this place, 
where he will, in company with M. Cham- 
pollion and several distinguished physicians, 
proceed to Egypt, to make further inquiries 
into the nature, &c., of the plague. 


RHINOPLASTIC OPERATION, PERFORMED BY 
M-. LISFRANC, FOLLOWED BY DEATH. 


A.F., a man about 49 years of age, had 
been fora considerable time in the Hopital 
des Venériens, whence, after a long use of 
mercurial frictions, he had been discharged 
cured, but with total loss of his nose. He 
applied for admission in the Hospice de la 
Pitié, ia the hope that the deformity of his 
face might be lessened by a surgical opera- 
tion. M. Lisfranc hesitated at performing 
the rhinoplastic operation, being apprehen- 
sive that the wound would, under such cir- 
cumstances, assume a syphilitic character ; 
however, after having observed the case for 
some time, he at last decided upon it, and it 
was performed on the 16th of July, in the | 
following manner. 

M. Lisfrane began with marking out the | 
portion of skin which was intended to form | 
the new nose ; the marks were made with 
nitrate of silver, as ink is too easily washed 
off by the blood. The right side of the 
triangular flap extended three lines further 
downwards towards the nose ; then the left 
one, in order to compensate the defect of 
substance, which would otherwise result 
from the twisting of the flap, M. L. ob- 
served, that the frontal bone must not be 
too much denuded, as necrosis might be the 
consequence. The flap was now formed, 
and the edges of the nasal opening were 
pared off ; after which, it being thought ad- 
visable not to dress the wound before the 
bleeding of the numerous small vessels 
ceased, the patient was removed to bed. 
Although this part of the operation lasted a 
considerable time, he bore it with extraor- 
dinary fortitude. After two or three hours, 
the wound was dressed. For this purpose 
the nasal opening was filled with a dossil of 
lint, which had, as much as possible, the 
form of a nose, and over which the triangu- 
lar flap was laid ; the margins of the latter 
were applied to those of the nasal aperture, 
and kept in this situation by twelve or thir- 
teen sutures, and two transverse straps of 
sticking plaster, with which the wound of 
the forehead was also dressed. 

During the night after the operation, the 
patient was restless and somewhat feverish. 
On the next day he was a little better, and 
slept a few hours. The flap was hot and 
swollen ; the wounds had a favourable ap- 
pearance. 

For some cays afterwards, the patient 
felt tolerably well, but the fever continued, 
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22d, part of the lint under the flap was re- 
moved, and on the 25d the sutures were 
|withdrawn. The parts had united only on 
| the two upper thirds of the left side. The 
wound of the forehead was in profuse sup- 
| puration. 
| On the 25th, the swelling of the flap had 
| gradually subsided, and, under the use of 
graduated compresses, the left side of the 
| artificial nose had completely united with 
the edge of the nasal aperture. 
28th of July. The form of the nose was 
| become more and more regular; on the left 
|side the cicatrix was quite firm, but on the 
|right there seemed very little tendency to 
| coalition ; the wound of the forehead sup- 
purated, and had a whitish appearance ; the 
fever had much lessened. 

On the 29th a sudden change took place, 
the wound of the forehead became gangre- 
nous; the patient was very restless, and 
died in the evening. 

On examination, the organs were found in 
a atate of perfect health.—La Clinique. 





GASTRIC AND DIAPHRAGMATIC PERFORA- 
TION AND EROSION. 


By Henry M‘Conmac, M.D., Belfast. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


A case of very extensive perforation 
of all the coats of the stomach having 
recently come under my notice, I am de- 
sirous that the results, however trifling in 
importance, should not be lost. 1 shall re- 
late the circumstances as they occurred, 
subjoining a few observations. 

The patient (Smith) was brought into the 
Belfast Hospital early on Saturday morning, 
apparently labouring under the effects of 
compression of the brain. Some of the 
usual symptoms, as I learned from the at- 
tending physician, were wanting. The 
pulse being at first 70, and rising to 130 
afterwards, neither was there any dilata- 
tion of the pupils. The patient was bled, 
and a portion of wine was given, but with- 
out any beneficial result. During the course 
of the day, he continued in a state of stupor, 
only interrupted by frequent attempts to 
vomit, and at one o’clock on the ensuing 
morning died. 

Ateleven, in pursuance of a Coroner’s In- 
quest, examination of the body took place, in 
the presence of a number of medical gentle- 
men, when the following appearances were 
presented. A wound of the left temple, in 
the form of a right angle, about two inches 
in extent, said to have been occasioned by 





and his nights were very restless, On the 
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EROSION OF THE COATS OF THE STOMACH, 809 


knocked down in a fray with the sentinel of | which alteration of texture did not proceed 
an adjoining barrack. A slight contusion; further than the surface. 
on the same temple, supposed to have been| The interest of the preceding case is con- 
produced by the hand-blow, which felled siderably augmented, from its having been 
the deceased. The calvaria, or skull-cap, | made the subject of medico- ~jatiabel: inves- 
being denuded and removed, no fracture) tigation. The soldier was not brought to 
was discernible. An almost continuous trial, as he was acquitted after I had given 
coating of coagulated blood was visible| my evidence before the grand jury of the 
on the pia mater, covering the upper sur- county; but certainly, had that not been 
face of both hemispheres. There were | the issue, I should have felt myself obliged 
about two ounces of bloody serum at the|to have given such a statement, as would 
base of the brain. In the left plexus cho- have produced an impression on the minds 
roides were imbedded several hydatid-/| of the jury, that the violence committed on 
like vesicles, about the size of peas, and /the person of the deceased wes but a se- 
also a number of round substances, smaller eer and inferior cause in producing his 
than the preceding, having the white co-| death. Because, contrary to the opinion of 
lour and consistency of brain. Of these| most of our English physiologists, I am 
two I may remark, that the former is very| inclined to believe, that perforation of the 
common ; the latter, I never observed be- | coats of the stomach mostly, if not always, 
fore. |takes place before death, setting aside, of 
Being desirous of ascertaining the condi- | course, that which is producible by poisons, 
tion of the abdominal and thoracic viscera, It would, however, take up too much space 
I detected perforations in the cardiac extre- | to enter into a discussion of the arguments 
mity of the stomach, to an unprecedented ex-| on both sides the question, False inferences 
tent. The thorax was, however, previously | have been drawn from Spallanzani’s experi- 
opened, and about sixteen ounces of a red-| ments, vide Paris’s Jurisprudence, 2d vol., 
dish fluid were found in its right cavity. This| p. 165 ; these will be evident upon perusal. 
being sponged out, I traced the mode of its| Hunter, Adams, Burns, and others, have 
introduction through a hole in the diaphragm, | admitted the post-mortem and ante-mortem 
large enough to admitthe fore- finger to pass/dissolvent powers of the gastric juice, 
with ease into the stomach. This hole had | founding their opinions on very gratuitous 
a black, sphacelated and ragged appearance | premises. ‘lhe fact is, the gastric juice hus no 
round its margin, the muscular fibres being | dissolvent powers at all, at least not more than 
also separated. There was also erosion, | what is possessed by any other watery and muci- 
but not perforation of another portion of the | laginous secretion. It is only secreted after 
diaphragm, near the origin of the inferior the deglutition of food, and so far from 
muscle. This erosion was two inches in| being designed for digestive purposes, there 
diameter, and existed on both sides, having | is no evidence to prove that it is secreted 
a blackened appearance, the peritoneal and in larger quantities than suffice to lubri- 
pleuritic coats being neatly obliterated ;/cate the coats of the stomach in common 
there was here also aseparation of the mus-| with those of any other viscus, and prevent 
cular fibres. The perforations in the sto-|the adhesion of the food. We see men 
mach were two principal and some smaller} drink enormous quantities of fluids without 
ones; the first were about three inches in| injuring their digestive powers, in which 
diameter, having irregular indented edges,|case the gastric juice, as it is quaintly 
together with filmy prolongations of the pe- | termed, together with the saliva, would be 
ritoneum. ‘The mucous membrane rourd/diluted so as to lose all its energy, if it 
the perforations was blackened and pur {had any, unless, indeed, it possesses the 
tially eroded. These perforations, when | miraculous power of communicating it to 
the stomach was in situ, corresponded with | other fluids. The gastric juice can possess 
the alterations of structure in the diaphragm./ no such properties, any more than the 
With respect to the rest of the stomach, it) mucus of the bladder, or gall bladder, could 
evinced the appearance of inteuse phlogosis, | serve to diminish the fluids of which these 
the vessels being injected, and the interven- | viscera are the recipients. I beg to refer 
ing surface red, but not uniformly so; this| the reader to the excellent observations of 
was also the case throughout the wholecourse | Meckel, Cheussier, and Breschet, on this 
of the duodenum.* Externally, the rest of} subject. “* How is it,” says the latter writer, 
the intestines appeared sound, but there was |‘ that we never observe perforations in the 
not sufficient time to examive their inner | stomachs of those who are starved to death 
surfaces. The left lobe of the liver was| This would evidently often be the case, if 
partially covered with irregular yellow spots,|the gastric secretion possessed any such 
properties. Every hallow viseus in the body 
may undergo the perforative process, in which 
* This was quite observable after the| assertion | am b ms e out by the experience 
parts had been a week macerating. of Andral, who also informs us, that there 
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is not a single point from the mouth to the | Unfortunately the evil is not confined to 
anus, which has not been found perforated the north of England, nor to any particular 
after death ; so that either the gastric juice | — we ae — = _— 
does not possess this sa hagic rty, | cipled pretenders macy ry 
or the secretions of the inteotioal Le (ie | are to be observed, and might be pointed 
men as well as in herbivorous animals, ) of | out to public reprehension in every part of 
the bladder, gall-bladder, the different ex- | this: widely-extended metropolis. roba- 
cretory duets, &e., all do. This solvent | bly it may be conferring a favour upon the 
power of the ventricular secretion, is of a| public to describe the general mode by 
piece with that once attributed to pus, and | Which these aspirants to -Esculapian fame 
the belief of it is unworthy the pathology attempt to possess themselves of medical 
of the present day. It is amusing to recal | honours. Their origin is usually very hum- 
to mind the powers which were formerly ble. A capacity to write a legible hand, 
attributed to this secretion, viz. that of | and work the first four rules of arithmetic, at 
being able to dissolve bones, clay, metals the age of thirteeen or fourteen years, re- 
of different kinds, and stones; being, as| commends them to the notice of some me. 
Paley observes in his Natural Theology, in| Chanic or artisan, who, upon trial, finding 
his observations on the gastric juice, angel the boy either too dull or too lazy to learn 
than ‘* caustic aleali, mineral acid, red pre- | his handicraft, discharges him from his ser- 
cipitate, or aqua-fortis itself, while it is, at} Vice. Chance now introduces him as a 
the same time, as bland and mild as gum | basket-boy, or general drudge, into a drug- 
water or saliva.” If all this were the case, it| gist’s shop. Ater filling a situation of this 
would bave a just title, indeed, to the name | degrading nature for two or three years, he 
of “ the chemical wonder of animal nature,” Contrives to advance a step by entering the 
as the worthy bishop calls it. But, as with | Service of the general practitioner. By ob- 
tribute, let us give wonder where wonder is | S¢Tvation, he acquires the names of drugs, 
due, having things of marvellous-enough | 224, after a time, makes up medicines. A 
properties in the world to contemplate, further advance is now sought, and by pay- 
without producing others, which are effete | ™¢ his half crown to the beadle of A pothe- 


with them, and then setting them up to caries’ Hall, he obtains a situation asa 
stare at. dispenser of medicine to some practising 


In the enumeration of my authorities, [| @pothecary. Recruiting his finavees in 
have omitted to quote Orfila's excellent | Such a situation for a few years, he then 
work on Toxicology, Vol. II., p.570, where | Proceeds to open a retail druggist's shop, in 
the reader will find some interesting cases, | 8°Me leading street or neighbourhood. The 
to which I would add a few, which || ent of the house is made by taking lodgers ; 
have had the pleasure of hearing him in- | the vending of salts, senna, and other wares, 
stance in his lectures ; but that I fear I have | furnishes a scanty income. Our adventurer 
already taken up too much space. I shall, } ®€*¢ proceeds to advertise for oe 
however, just add, that of at least one thou- | tite: obtaining a premium of 150 or 200 
sand bodies, which I have either examined, | S#7eas. In six monthe, this youth is left 
or of which I have witnessed the examina- |‘ manage the shop, and the master now, for 
tion, I have not seen more than a very few | the first ume, professes to be seeking know- 
cases of perforation, I wish to make a few | /edge. With the cash thus obtained from 
other observations on subjects which || deluded and too credulous parent or guar- 
deem of importance, but will defer them to | dian, he proceeds to enter himself a medical 
another opportunity. student. Two courses of anatomical lec- 

| tures, two on the practice of physic, one 

on materia medica and chemistry, and one 

on the theory and practice of midwifery, 

and a forged indenture of apprenticeship for 

INUTILITY OF THE APOTHECARIPS' Act, |five years to some reputed apothecary, fur- 

| nishes our hero with a legal passport to the 

' wise men assembled in solemn conclave at 

To the Editor of Tur Lancer. | Apothecaries’ Hall. This body of self- 

| elected Examiners (being a century behind 

Sir,—The recent letters which have ap-| the better educated general practitioner in 
peared in several numbers of your inva- | literary and professional acquir ts) have 
luable publication upon the inutility of the | scarcely intellect sufficient to enable them 
Apotheceries’ Act, and the abominable and | to undertake an adequate professional ex- 
destructive practices of unqualified pre-| amination. Creatures, therefore, of this 
tenders to medical science, must have ex- | mediocre description, pass as a matter of course ; 
cited one common feeling of indignant re- | and apothecary being now legally tacked to 
gret in the minds of every well-educated | his name, surgeon also is immediately ap- 
and genuine member of the profession.| pended, and then the bluster and pomp of a 
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new and important office is observed to com- | 
mence. 

A fellow of this origin and chareeter | 
(called, perhaps, in the absence of a better- 
informed practitioner, to a case strictly un- | 
der his neighbour's care) commences with | 
denouncing, in a bold and clamorous man- 
ner the measures which have been pursued, 
and promises to cure the patient in quick 
time. Nature kindly seconds his impudent 
pretensions, and this daring charlatan, in 
spite of his own mischievous principles, 
(if, indeed, he have any to direct his treat- 
ment,) exults in finding, by an unexpected 
and propitious turn-up, he has out-witted 
his less arrogant and pretending rival, and 
obtained credit for superior discernment in | 
that circle to which he has been, by mere ac- 
cident, introduced. 

Believe me, Sir, this is not an overcharged 
statement, it is a trae picture of the history } 
of several individuals well known to the 
writer of this letter, and also to many of 
the more respectable members of the pro- 
fession. If any candid mind can doubt the 
truth of the assertion, let him convince 
himself ; and if he will only take the trouble 
to walk from the central bridges to the 
southern or eastern extremities of this great 
town, and observe, where only chemist and 
druggist were a year or two since recorded, 
surgeon and apothecary are now inscribed ; 
and if the inquirer will refer to the list of 
the College of Surgeons published every 
year, he will no longer doubt the fact of the 
appellation of surgeon being gratuitously 
assumed by such honourable persons, ‘The | 
public, particularly parents and guardians, 
should be cautioned against such designing 
impostors, who are in the habit of living 
upon premiums thus surreptitiously ob- 
tained, and have not capacity sufficient to 
direct the elementary studies of the unhappy 
youths consigued to their barbarous tutor- | 
ship, nor liberality of mind to treat them | 
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grievances in the profession, lies in an ap- 
peal to the legislature. If we succeed, as 
I hope we shall, in obtaining a new charter 
for the College of Surgeons, this evil, among 
many others, we may hope to see reduced. 
The character of the profession advanced, 
by giving its constituted members authority 
to charge for visits and time, instead of 
cramming a superfiuous quantity of medicine 
down the throats of patients, in order to 
make out a charge. A revolution must take 
place in the present system of remunera- 
tion. The Trading Act of 1815, has been 
found altogether inoperative to prevent un- 
qualified persons, and it is evaded every day 
with perfect impunity ! 

The College of Surgeons have no power 
to restrain adventurers from infringing its 
supposed rights, consequently the privileges 
of its members between the two imbecile 
corporate bodies are totally sacrificed. 
Happily for the profession, by the united 
energies of your talents, and the com- 
manding influence of your weekly Journal, 
anew era has dawned upon the destiny 
of surgery; public feeling and public opi- 
nion has been aroused. In vain may the 
advocates of monopoly, and the influence 
of the whole body of corruptionists, attempt 
to stem the force of equity and of truth upon 
the minds of the community ; and that its 
claims may be fully and speedily recognised 
and permanently secured, is the fervent wish 
of your devoted friend and constant reader, 

A Decrapen Member oF tuk 
Cot.eor. 


PHAGEDENIC ULCERATION OF THE PENIS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—You have reported in Number 260, 


with the courtesy becoming a gentleman. | a very interesting case of pbagedenic ulce- 
Connected with this irregular and disgrace- | ration of the penis, which was under the 
ful introduction to the profession, may be | care of Mr. Lawrence, at St. Bartholomew's 
fairly said to emanate the degrading system | Hospital. Will you permit me to supply a 
of farming the medical attendance of the | portion of its history, which will both eluci- 
poor in populous and extensive parishes, | date, yet further, the nature of the disease, 
Were it not for these interlopers, those fun-|and also (an effect which you will not 
goid excrescences in the shape of licensed | undervalue) set me right, with some of 
apothecaries and self-constituted doctors, no | the profession to whom | have mentioned 
surgeon, of competent education and ac-| the case, as having been for some days 
knowledged talent, would condescend to| under mv care. You will suppose, from this 
accept such a disproportionate measure of | acknowledgment, that I am the ‘ medical 
remuneration, alike repugnant to the moral | man” who adopted those preposterous means 
and healthy condition of the poor, and de-| which you have but too slightly censured ; 
rogatory to the character of an honourable | and it is from a fear of this construction by 


and useful profession ; but the respectable | others, that I beg the favour of a space in 
surgeon is compelled, in defence of his own | your columns, The case is very well re- 
lated so far as it is known, but there is the 
following hiatus: in your second paragraph 
are these words -—* The inflammation and 


interest, to succumb to a precedent, and 
adopt a practice he abhors. 
The remedy for this, as well as other 
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swelling of the penis rapidly increased, and | ignorant, and therefore the boldest quacks 
about ten days since, the extremity of the | by men provided with tickets for various 
repuce became ulcerated.”” This, it wi!l | public charities, which they were instructed 


observed, was after he had ‘* applied to a 
medicai man ;”’ and it was the effect, doubt- 
less, of the absurd means which had been 
employed. What I wish to be understood 
is, (and I confess it to be of more import- 
ance to myself than to any other,) that 1 
cannot lay claim to the civility of having 
directed the patient to those pleasant reme- 
dies, exercise and good living ; having been 
consulted upon the sixth of those before- 
mentioned ten days, from the first of which 
he had been submitted to such agreeable 
treatment. At the time of his consulting 
me, he bad lost the greater part of the glans 
and prepuce, by a very painful ulcerative 
process, which was then in rapid progress. 
The penis was greatly swollen and inflamed ; 
the pulse frequent, hard, and full; the 
tongue furred, with headach, and a general 
suppression of the secretions. He was bled 
to 3xij., sent home to bed, and ordered 
cathartics, with antimony. An opiate at 
bed time, and a linseed meal poultice. 
These were continued (the symptoms re- 
maining the same) for three or four days. 
At the end of that time, he was bled again, 
and leeches applied to the pubes and peri- 
neum, the medicines being continued with 
little alteration. The blood, after each 
evacuation, had the buffy coat. The opium, 
as you have remarked, had failed to procure 
sleep; but the medicines generally had, in 
some degree, controlled the violence of the 
symptoms, when he was removed, at my 
own request, to the hospital. 

From this explanation, those of your 
readers whom it may concern, will acquit 


|to give to all requesting them, the work 
would occupy any of our numerous benevo- 
lent societies, quite as usefully as they may 
be at present engaged. | do not know 
that this very vague suggestion is even 
practicable ; but thereis certainly cause for 
indignation ; that while the man who robs us 
by an ordinary fraud is amenable to a very 
severe law, he who pilfers the victim of dis. 
ease under the false pretence of a know- 
ledge of his malady, and a rational hope of 
being able to effect its cure, (while, being 
ignorant of the one, he is, or ought to be, 
destitute of the other,) escapes with no 
heavier punishment than the scorn of all 
rational men ; which is to him as dust in the 
balance, while he has gold on the other 
side. 
I am, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

Wittiam Cooxe, 

London, Aug. 27. . 





FORENSIC CANT. 


MR. ALDERSON-——-EXHUMATIONs 





To the Editor of Taz Lancet. 





Srr,—In your publication of this day I 
observe, with pleasure, some remarks on the 
necessity of setting bounds to forensic li- 


|cense, in prosecutions for the illegal dis- 


interment of bodies. Whatever latitude 


me of having instituted such insane ‘reat- | might be allowed in those cases arising be- 
ment; and however weak or simp.v my | tween man and man, to which angry feel- 
proceedings may have been, you will allow | ings and prejudices may have given such a 
that they were not in opposition to the dic- | colouring as to mystify the truth; or, in 
tates of common sense, and the first princi- | cases where the individuals addressed have 


ples of surgery. The ‘ medical man” of 
the text, is a daring empiric, practising, 
after this fashion, in the Kent Road. Will 
it be believed, that the poor fellow was 
under the ‘* Doctor's” care for about three 
weeks, without a single inspection of the 
seat of disease having been made? And 
when the comparatively trivial symptoms of 
gonorrhea were forgotten in the very se- 
rious complaint of the occurrence of ulcera- 
tion, (manifestly the effect of simple but 
violent inflammation,) the patient was di- 
rected to live well, take horse-exercise as 





usual, and apply mercury topically ! 

Doubtless, Sir, you have seen, in various | 
parts of the town, placards, cautioning the 
public against ‘‘ mock auctions,” *‘* bad 
houses,” and the like. It appears to me, 
that if appropriate placards were exhibited 
in the neighbourhood of some of the most 


i 





the power to increase or to diminish the 
quantum of punishment, yet, unquestion- 
ably, an advocate is ‘* responsible for all 
the sophistries” he may chuse to employ in 
criminal prosecutions, where a verdict, as 
to the accused being or not being guilty, 
(without reference to the abstract nature 
of the offence,) is all that can be obtained. 
This obligation especially obtains in the 
prosecution of resurrectionists, for, at the 
same time that I would admit the major 
part of them to be the greatest scoundrels 
on the face of the earth, 1 should contend 
that, in the present state of the law, they 
are a necessary evil, and that it is not only 
inexpedient, but unjust, to indulge in gra- 
tuitous observations calculated to perpe- 
tuate prejudices at variance with the well- 


being of society. Every man of education 
must despise a counsel who, ov such an 
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occasion, unnecessarily steps aside to in-|they well know it is sufficient merely to 



























































acks) flame the minds, not only of a jury, but of| prove the exhumation to demand a verdict, 
rious a whole county, for the mean advantage of| even from a jury of medical men, Of all 
icted increasing his provincial reputation ; and|the instances of illiberal and unmanly 
work that it can be for no other purpose is ob-| speeches, the recent one at Norwich is the 
evo- vious, from the fact, that as the law es-|least defensible. If there be any thing 
may teems the disinterring of a body to be aj which demands mercy from us, it is the 
now punishable offence, so it is merely requisite | means by which we have attained station, 
ven that the theft be proved to secure a verdict.|and honour, and wealth, and happiness ; 
» for There exists no occasion for him to prosti-|and when we find the son of a physician 
Sus tute his talents and falsify his reason by stigmatising the ground-work of that pro- 
ery the nauseous assumption of indignation, or | fession which enabled his father to secure 
dis. by the exciting or cherishing of prejudice|for him his present advantages, we may 
ow- against the purpose to which bodies are| Suspect affectation and hypocrisy. The 
» of destined. As honest men, they have no] Comnasl, whose speech you have made the 
ing right to allude to this purpose, since it must | subject of censure, is the son of Dr. Alder- 
be, be apparent to these truckling declaimers, | son, of Hull; and I have reason to believe, 
no that their own exemption from suffering | that Mr. Alderson himself was formerly de- 
all may possibly depend on the degree of faci-|sirous of storing his mind with anatomical 
the lity which their medical attendant may have | knowledge, for | remember observing, some 
ler enjoyed im the progress of his anatomical | years since, *“‘ An Essay on (I think) the 


studies. If they would remember this, | Circulation of the Blood, and on the Forces 
they would perceive that what they gained| which propel it ;” which, for more reasons 
| with the multitude by the exercise of cant,| than because his name was attached to it, 
cE, they lost with the wise by their abandon-| I knew to have been written by him. Can 
ment of truth. I am satisfied that it is this| any man then for a moment believe, that 
disgusting prostration of reason in our! Mr. Alderson was speaking for aught save 
courts of justice which has mainly served to | effect ; or, that his heart acknowledged the 
keep alive that repulsive feeling with which | truth or necessity of one word which he 
dissection is regarded ; for, in the wild and| uttered? Assuredly not; and he stands 
rigmarole speeches which occasionally are | before the world branded with the imputa- 
uttered, one might almost imagine that a) tion of having weakly pandered to the pre- 
counsel asked for a verdict only on condition |judices of the multitude by a sacrifice of 
of his demonstrating the turpitude of human |judgment. That it is apostacy and not 
dissection. The abuse falls neither on the| conversion, no one can doubt, for though 
sin of body-stealing nor on the thief, for|there are most points on which learned men 
I the attention of the jury is constantly di-| may conscientiously change their opinion, 
e rected to another object, and to another class | yet it would be impossible to adduce a case 
of men ; and these honest and well-mean-/|in which intelligent men are more united 
ing yeomen are harrowed and haunted by/| than they are as to the imperative neces- 
2 the image of skeletons, and by the idea of | sity of dissection. The motives of Mr. Al- 
vampires, in the guise of surgeons, revel-| derson are so very glaring, that others who 
ling on the remains of their fellow-beings.| might wish to pursue the same track may 
, They go to their homes impressed with the | possibly be deterred from the attempt, lest 
conviction (which they spread far and wide) | their honesty of speech should be doubted, 
that a body of men can be found who de-| and they rendered ridiculous ; in the event 
light in the disgusting detail of anatomy.—| of which, society will have gained more 
They think not that science—they think | than he intended. I sincerely hope that it 
not that the prospect of ameliorating the|may be so, and that journalists may, in 
condition of society—they think not that} future, be spared the unpleasant duty of 
the hope of soothing the woes and miti-| recording such degrading exhibitions. 
gating the afflictions of humanity can be} I am, Sir, 

the feelings which support a man when he | Your obedient servant, 
first engages in these pursuits—which sti- | a 
mulate him to further investigation, and, August 23, 1828. 

which incite him, cheerfully, to sacrifice his | 
convenience, his comfort, his health, and, | 
not unfrequently, his life, in the noxious | 
atmosphere of a dissecting-room. In the | 
present day, it is only occasionally that} 
these exlabitions take place, since the ma- | 
jority of counsel adhere strictly to their} Srr,—In perusing your Number of July 
duty as agents of the crown and as members| 26th, I find a case recorded, of recent oc- 
of society ; nor do they suffer the one cha-| currence, of compound fracture of the skull, 
racter to predominate over the other, for| with depression, unattended by symptoms 











COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE SKULL. 





To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
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of compression. As a case somewhat simi- 
lar has lately fallen under my observation, 
= may, perhaps, consider the following 

rief particulars acceptable. During the 
latter part of the summer of 1826, I was 
sent for to visit a boy of fourteen years of 
age, who, I was given to understand, had 
been kicked by a horse on the skull. On 
examination, a very extensive laceration of 
the scalp pvecuneed, itself, the wound com- 
mencing an inch above the left frontal sinus, 
extending across the left parietal bone, and 
terminating opposite the posterior part of 
the squamous suture of the temporal bone 
on the same side, thus forming a flap which 
hung back. Without the aid of a finger, an 
extensive fracture was readily seen, and on 
the upper and lateral part of the frontal 
bone a considerable portion was depressed. 
The symptoms under which the patient la- 
boured, did not manifest any degree of com- 
pression, neither had he been insensible 
since the occurrence of the accident, save 
and except being stunned fora few moments 
after the blow had been received. He had 
had no vomiting, was able to converse ra- 
tionally, and, almost unsolicited, gave an 
accurate detail of the nature of the acci- 


dent, and of what his sufferings then were. | 


The pupils were not unnaturally dilated, 
but were sven to contract readily on the ad- 
thission of light. In this state he was re- 
moved a distance of six miles, in order that 
I might have an opportunity of visiting him 
as often as necessity might require. 

It is unnecessary to remark on the treat- 





measles with its attendants, viz. inflamma. 
tion of the lungs, and continued chronic 
cough, and have seen it treated according to 
common principles, With variable success. 
I am therefore induced ‘fo recommend a 
plan of treatment which, for its simplicity 
and atility, I think, cannot be surpassed, 
having more than a hundred timés adopt- 
ed it, and with a success which has en- 
tirely exceeded my most sanguine expect- 
ations. I am, therefore, convinced, that 
the disease may be cut considerably shorter, 
and many valuable lives saved, to the 
comfort of numerous families. I do not 
mean to put it forth as a novelty, but 
so far as I have any knowledge, it has not 
been employed in the manner I am about to 
mention. [t is simply this—As soon as the 
first symptoms of the complaint show them- 
selves, such as sneezing, with defluxions 
from the nose and eyes, und before the erup- 
tion appears, the prompt application of a 
blister to the chest, (of course with other 
suitable remedies,) seems to act like a 
charm, in most cases entitely preventing 
any affection of the lungs supervening. 
I have lately treated three cases, two ac- 


| cording to the plan already laid down, and 


one upon the common principles of our best 
physicians, the parents of the child being 
averse to blisters. The latter is now scarcely 
recovered, after being ill six weeks; the 
two former were perfectly recovered in a 
fortnight. I shall not attempt to explain 
the modus operandi of blistering early, but 
the conclusions, I think, to be drawn, are 


ment of the case beyond observing, that the | these :— 


edges of the wound were without difficulty | 


brought in contact with each other, without 
the aid of sutures. The dressings being 
allowed to remain untouched for four days, 
at the expiration of which time they were 
removed, and lighter ones substituted, with 
directions for poultices to be applied exter- 
nally. The result of the case was most fa- 
vouruble, as, during the period he was under 
treatment, no untoward symptoms super- 
vened, and in the short space of 26 days the 
wound was perfectly healed. The occur- 
rence took place in Ireland, about six miles 
from Naas, a town situated fifteen miles 
from Dublin. 
I have the honour to remain, 
Your constant subscriber, 
J.B. 
Gosport, Aug. 5, 1828. 


BLISTERS IN THE EARLY STAGE OF MEASLES. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—I have had extensive opportuni- 
ties of witnessing a great many cases of 





i. That the disease is rendered shorter 
and milder; 2. That the disposition to in- 
flammation of the lungs, and its ¢onse- 
quences, if not entirely prevented, is very 
much mitigated ; 3. That the patients are 
not more predisposed to colds or coughs, 
than others in whom no disease had taken 
place; and, 4th. That the recovery is more 
rapid and lasting. 

Your constant reader, 
Artaur Matrnews. 
Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, &c. 
Chelsea, Aug. 18th, 1828. 


MEDICAL APPRENTICES. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer, 


Sir,—Knowing the laudable anxiety you 


have ever shown in redressing the nu- 
merous grievances of the medical pro- 
fession, has induced me to address this 
epistle to you. It is the custom of many 
general practiti 8s who disp , to em- 
ploy their pupils in the menial offiee of 
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TETANUS FOLLOWING GUN-SHOT WOUNDS. 815 
taking out the medicine, which to youths| copious secretion of viscid phlegm, that 
who have always been brought up es gen- | with the greatest difficulty a tea-spooaful 
tlemen, and received a liberal education,|or two of barley-water were forced into 
must not only be highly wounding to their)the mouth. It was thought advisable to 
feelings, but also deprives them of that/| desist from the further use of the calomel ; 
portion of their time which might be more | but the laudanum was continued until the 
usefully employed, either in reading, or| morning of the 28th, when death took 


visiting patients. Surely, Sir, it is too bad 
for a medical man, so far to deceive the 
friends of young men as to take upon them- 
selves the office of teaching them their pro- 
fession, and then to employ them merely as 
servants, from the avaricious and sordid mo- 


tive of saving the few shillings it would | 


cost them to keep a boy for the purpose. 
The following is the situation in which I 
stand. The gentleman, with whom I am 


placed, has a very extensive town practice. | 


At his departure to visit the patients, ] am 
employed in compounding medicines which 
may be required against his return. After 


having put up the prescriptions, 1 have to | 


walk out with the medicine, exposed not 


only to the insolence of servants, but also | 


to the jeers of my more fortunate compa- 
nions ; so that at my return I am either too 


| place, being about twenty-two hours from 


the first complaint of spasm. 
was not examined. 

Case 2.—The disease, in this instance, 
was successfully treated. The particulars 
are as follow :— 

October 20th, 1827, Mr. Gray, mid- 
shipman, aged 16, of a robust constitution, 
had his right arm shot away by a cannon- 
shot, excepting a small piece of muscle by 
which it hung. He was brought into the 
cock-pit immediately after. The hemor- 
rhage was not profuse. He was in the 
highest state of excitement, and was call- 
ing out, as he descended into the cock-pit, 
* Doctor, I have lost one of my flippers.’ 
The shot had struck the arm about four 
| inches below the shoulder joint, the inside 
|of the bone being bared for about two 


The body 


much fatigued to study, or have some fresh | inches, the muscles detached from it by the 
errand which compels me to relinquish my | violence of the shock, and the extremity of 
book for the day; if you can find a corner | the bone slightly shattered, It was thought 
for this in your valuable Journal, you will| by the surgeon of the ship, Dr. R. P. 
very much oblige | Hillyar, that after sawing off the bared 
One or tHe UnrortruNateE. | rough extremity of the bone, and tying 

Taunton, August 14th, 1828. | the humeral artery (considering the shot 


| passed obliquely), there was plenty of 
{muscle on the outside of the arm, so that, 
| by bringing the soft parts into apposition 

with adhesive straps and a roller, union 
| might take place, and a useful stump might 





CASES OF TETANUS FOLLOWING GUN-SHOT 
wounDs. |be formed. This was accordingly done, 

In the last Number of the Edinburgh Me- | and he was put into a cot in the cock-pit as 
dical and Surgical Journal there are two | soon as the firing had ceased. No medicine 
eases of traumatic tetanus, related by/| was ordered; in fact, the night was spent 
assistant-surgeon Leah, of the Albion. The | before the surgeons had finished their opera- 
injury was received, in both cases, at the | tions and attended to the numerous wounded, 
battle of Navarino. | @1, Passed a restless night; he feels 
Caszx 1.—John Key, wounded on the | occasionally a good deal of pain, and the 
20th of October, by a musket ball through | pulse is above 100, but the fever moderate, 
the middle of the left arm, the shot enter- | At bed-time ordered half a drachm of lau- 
ing a little posterior to the vessels and /danum. 2%. He passed a tolerable night, and 


nerves, There was no hemorrhage, and 
being regarded as @ simple flesh wound, it 
was dressed simply. On the 27th (having 
been rapidly mending up to that period), 
the patient awoke in the morning, com- 
plaining of a stiff neck, and inability to 
open his mouth, The wound discharged 
freely, and was healthy in appearance, Or- 


dered ten grains of calomel every other | 


hour, a drachm of laudanum immediately, 
and half a drachm every other hour after- 
wards, ‘This plan was continued to 6 P.M., 


without any improvement: the bowels were | 


not acted upon—the breath and gums in- 
dicated that the mercury had taken effect 


upou the constitution. There was such a 
. 


slept some hours. Complaias very much 
of pain in the stamp; and on the dressings 
being removed, the whole extremity of the 
stump is found to be a raw surface, the 
integuments not having taken on the ad- 
hesive process, but rather the suppurative ; 
pulse hard and quick ; tongue white. The 
anodyne repeated at bed-time. 23. Passed 
a quiet night, but he is very much agi- 
tated occasionally. Bowels have been 
opened. ‘The anodyne was again or- 





| 
{ 


dered at night. 24. Passed a good night. 
The stump was dressed ; no prospect of 
adhesion, but, on the contrary, a very co- 
pious suppuration from the lacerated parts, 
and sloughing has commenced, The ano- 
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dyne to be continued. 25. The patient had 
passed a tolerable night. In consequence 
of the unfavourable appearance of the 
wound, Dr. Hillyar determined to remove 
the limb at the shoulder-joiat. An incision 
was made along the inner edge of the del- 
toid from its origin, as low as the injured 
parts would allow; a corresponding inci- 
sion was then made on the outer edge of 
the muscle, and these two were united 
by a third across the top of the cone formed 
by them. There was not so much flap saved 
from the deltoid as was necessary, on ac- 
count of the inner edge of that muscle be- 


quite gone. The state of the jaw is much 
the same. The wound was dressed; it 
looks very healthy, and the edges are ci- 
catrizing. He was allowed full diet of 
fowl, which he ate with ite ; and the 
pill and draught were repeated in the 
evening. 15. No particular change. His 
mouth is a little affected by the calomel ; 
the stump was dressed to-day, and is doing 
well; bowels free; affection of the abdomi- 
nal muscles quite removed. The anodyne 
was repeated; the calomel pill stopped. 
19th. The night before last, the calomel was 
again repeated. ‘The stiffness of the jaw 





ing lacerated ; more, therefore, was saved | continues, but he can now open his mouth 
from the axilla than is usual, in order to | about three quarters of an inch; the sore- 
cover the glenoid cavity. The axillary and | ness of the gum is gone ; the general health 
two smaller arteries were tied. Not more | and strength improve rapidly. The wound 
than two ounces of blood were lost in the | has been dressed every second day, and 
operation, the pressure made on the sub-|there are two patches healed. Ordered 
clavian above the clavicle having com- | four ounces of port wine daily, and the ano- 
pletely commanded the hemorrhage. He/dyne increased to ninety drops. 22. He 
re the operation very well, and ex-/| now walks out for a short time every day. 
pressed great satisfaction that it had been | Caustic is applied to the wound, and it is 
performed. In the evening he felt tran-| dressed with dry lint—the anodyne dimi- 
quil, and the pulse was 110. ‘The anodyne | nished to fifty drops. 
was again given at bed-time. From this time the amendment was pro- 


Every thing went on weil until the 10th gressive, and nothing further of importance 
of Novémber, when the stump was dressed, transpired. On the 29th of December the 
and looked very healthy; but the patient! patient was discharged, with a wound about 
complained of pain and stiffness at the an- the size of a split pea. 
gles of the lower jaw ; and deglutition of a 





hard substance gave him pain there as well 
asin the stump: he could open his moath 
about three quarters of an inch. Consi- 
dering the debilitated state of his constitu- 
tion, and the little success which attended| Tue well-known perennial plant called 
the treatment of the former case (although | dandelion (the Leontodon Taraxacum of Lin- 
the manrer in which the tetanus came on | nus), was formerly regarded as a medicine 
was different), it was determined to treat | of great power in various visceral obstruc- 
this case constitutionally, by supporting the | tions, and more especially in hepatic affec- 
general strength, and attending to the di-| tion. We believe, however, that within 
gestive organs. In the evening he was) the last few years, the taraxacum has been 
not worse, and was quite free from spas-| almost entirely abandoned in practice—it 
modic twitching, or any other affection of being generally considered as a medicine 
the muscles of the neck or abdomen; pulse | of little efficacy. Mr. Houghton, in the 
112; bowels not open, although he had | last Namber of the Medical and Surgical 
taken three mercurial and three colocynth Journal, has endeavoured to show that the 
pills. Ordered again. Eighty drops of | discrepancy of opinion between the more 
laudanum at bed-time, and the linimentum | ancient and modern practitioners, has arisen 
ammoniw, with tincture of opium, to be | from the circumstance of the latter employ- 
rubbed upon the jaw. 11. Slept the) ing the taraxacum in an improper form. Of 
whole of the night. He can only separate | the common extract sold in the shops, Mr. 
his teeth about a quarter of an inch; and! Houghton has taken an ounce per diem, 
the abdominal muscles on the right side | without perceiving any sensible effect from 
are now rather tense. He eats spoon-meat!it. ‘he most uniform and active prepara- 
with appetite, and swallows it without | tion of the plant, he says, is obtained by 
difficulty. Has had two copious healthy | carefully evaporating spontaneously*, the 
evacuations. Directed to continue the ano- | 

dyne, and to take a pill of four grains of| * This is effected by placing the juice in 
calomel, and five of antimonial powder, | shallow vessels, exposed to a current of dry 
13. Yesterday he was much the same;/air, or if placed in a situation artificially 
the pills and draught were repeated at| warmed in wet seasons, a similar prepara- 
bed-time. The tension of the abdominal | tion will be produced—one pound yielding 
muscles was less yesterday, and to-day is | two ounces of extract. 


MEDICINAL PROPERTIES OF THE LEFONTODON 
TARAXACUM, OR DANDELION. 
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INJURY TO HEAD—LOSS OF BRAIN, 


expressed ve of the roots taken up in 
August and September. The extract form- 
ed in this manner, according to the expe- 
rience of Mr. Houghton, is a “ valuable 
anodyne — deobstruent, slightly aperient, 
and diuretic.” He has found it of decided 


efficacy in cases of chronic disorder of the} 


digestive organs, “ not produced by intem- 
perance.” In females, and other persons of 
sober habits, and of studious or sedentary 
pursuits, it has been very beneficial, in- 
creasing the flow of bile, and allaying the 
uneasiness which the dyspeptic so fre- 
quently experience about the hepatic re- 
gion. 


CASES OF INJURY OF THE HEAD, ACCOMPA* 
NIED BY LOSS OF BRAIN, 


Tue subjoined cases occurred in the 
practice of Dr. Sewall, Professor of Ana- 
tomy in the Colombian College. D.C. 


Case 1.—In February 1827, W. Brown, 
a coloured man, aged fifty years, in en- 
countering with another individual, received 
a severe blow on the right side of the head 
with a sharp spade. When Dr. Sewall 
arrived, which was only a few minutes 
after the accident, he found him bleeding 
profusely, and much exhausted from the 
loss of blood. Though not insensible, he 
had lost his reason, and did not know how 
he came by the injury. There was a deep 
wound dividing the integuments, the whole 
of the temporal muscle, penetrating the ca- 
vity of the cranium, and extending horizon- 
tally, from an inch above the external angu- 
lar process of the frontal bone, through the 
parietal bone just above the squamous suture, 
forming a fissure of three inches in length. 
The lower portion of bone was considerably 
depressed, and the two edges separated 
about half an inch. 

Two branches of the temporal artery were 
taken up; when, on a more critical exami- 
nation, it was ascertained that the dura 
mater was divided for an inch in extent, 
and the brain was penetrated some way into 
its medullary portion, which was easily dis- 
tinguished from its cortical part. 

Dressings were applied, and the man 
was conveyed home, about one mile dis- 
tant, and placed in bed with his head and 
shoulders considerably elevated. From the} 
great loss of blood, his pulse was feeble, | 
and his extremities cold. Warmth was 
applied to the limbs: he soon became sen- 
sible, and complained of severe pain in the 
head and vertigo. ‘The most rigid anti- 
phlogistic course was enjoined; he was 
bled, and purged daily for a considerable | 
time, the circulation equalised by warmth 


applied to the extremities, and by gentle | 


diaphoretic remedies given internally, 
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During the process of suppuration, the 
brain protruded and sloughed away, and, 
subsequently, portions were removed by a 
spatula. 

A few days after the accident, a second 
wound was discovered, which penetrated 
the integuments and the frontal bone near the 
mediun line, and about one inch from the 
coronal suture. This wound was apparently 
made by a small spear-pointed instrument, 
and was so large as to admit a probe to pass 
through the skull. 


For about ten days after the accident, 
the patient complained of constant, and 
sometimes of severe, pain in the head; and 
on one occasion was affected with a slight 
spasm of the muscles of the face, neck, and 
extremities, The wound healed, and in six 
weeks the patient was quite well. He sub- 
sequently followed his occupation, that of 
scavenger, and did not manifest any devia- 
tion in the functions either of body or mind 
from their ordinary healthy condition. 


Case 2.—September 18th, 1827, Lewis 
Poole, aged five years, while playing in 
the street, was kicked by a horse, and 
taken up in a state of insensibility. Dr. 
Sewall arrived a quarter of an hour after 
the accident, and found a semicircular 
wound in the integuments of the head, 
and, corresponding with this, a large fis- 
sure in the frontal and parietal bones, about 
three inches above the external angle of 
the right eye. Through this fissure a por- 
tion of brain protruded, somewhat larger 
than a walnut, and was composed both of 
cortical and medullary matter, which were 
easily distinguished. This was so far sepa- 
rated from the parts beneath, as to be re- 
moved without any violence. 


Light dressings were applied, and the 


patient placed in bed. The pulse was slow 
and intermitting, the pupils dilated, and the 
skin cold. Very little blood had been lost 
from the accident. Ina few hours he be- 
came sensible ; the pulse rose, and he com- 
plained of pain in the head. He was bled 
to fainting. 

Particular circumstances prevented the 
subsequent use of the lancet; but he was 
purged actively and daily for two weeks, 
jand the pulse kept down by nauseating 
| doses of the tartate of antimony. Exten- 
| sive suppuration came on, with a copious 
|discharge of pus; the wound gradually 
|healed, and in about five weeks the child 
was quite well. He has since remained in 
perfect health.—American Journal of Medicat 
Sciences, 








THE LONDON 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, September %7 , 1828. 
— 


We should have rejoiced to announce the 
opening of the New Medical School in the 
London University, which is to take place 
on Wednesday next, as an ever likely to be 
marked by some indications Mt an acquies- 
cence in sound and enlightened principles 
on the part of those, who at present possess 
the power of regulating the system of 
Medical Education in this country, and of 
prescribing the conditions upon which stu- 
dents are permitted to become candidates 
for the privilege of practising their profes- 
sion, ‘The Council of the London Univer- 
sity have had duties of no ordinary difficulty 
to discharge. We believe that no efforts 
have been wanting on the part of that body, 
to obtain from the Couneil of the College of 
Surgeons some relaxation of those im politic 
and mischievous provisions, by which the 
interests of the whole profession are sacri- 
ficed for the sake of perpetuating a cor- 
rupt system; but it is not surprising, that 
efforts which have been backed by no other 
authority than that of reason, should have 
failed to make any impression 6n the surgi- 
cal oligarchy in Lincola’s Ina Fields. 
Reason, public expediency, respect for 
justice or public opinion—these are con- 
siderations of small weight with men, who 
seem to regard the power they possess in 
no other light than as an instrument for 
extracting money from the pockets of the 
profession, and transferring it to their own. 
The paims of these persons are ever on the 
alert, but reason can find no access to their 
understandings. As far as any concessions 
from the Council of the College of Surgeons 
are eoncerned, the New Medical School, 
therefore, starts with no greater advantages 
than those possessed by any private esta- 
blishment, conducted by teachers of acknow- 
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|ledged ability, Of such teachers the Lon- 
don University possesses a fair proportion, 
jand it is to be presumed that those gentle- 
|men, whose names are but littie known in 
ithis part of the kingdom, have not been 
jelected without satisfactory evidence of 
| theircompetency to discharge with efficiency 
‘the duties which will devolve upon them. 
| The Lectures on Surgery, as well as those 
on Physiology, will be delivered by Mr. 
Cuarces Bert, whose merits, as a pro- 
found and ingenious physiologist and anato- 
mist, are acknowledged even by those, who 
have an interest in suppressing them, 
namely, the foreigners who have appropri- 
ated some of his discoveries. Dr. Davis 
lectures on midwifery and the diseases of 
women and children ; and Dr. A. T. Tuom- 
son on Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 
These gentlemen are well known to be 
fully qualified for the situations to which 
they have been elected ; and of Mr. Bennert, 
to whom the dissections and demonstrations 
are assigned, we believe it is generally 
acknowledged, that, for aclear and felicitous 
method of explaining the anatomy and phy- 
siology of the different parts of the body, 
he yields to no teacher in any public or 
private establishment of this or any other 
country. Mr. Parrison, the Professor of 
Anatomy, and Operative Surgery, Dr, Co- 
NoL.y, who lectures on the nature and treat- 
ment of diseases, and some other lecturers 
on branches collateral to medical and sur- 
gical science, are, in this country at least, 
untried men ; but if the talent which may 
be presumed to have led to the election of 
these gentlemen, be set against the tried 
mediocrity of those, who fill similar situa- 
tions in some other schools, this circum- 
stance can hardly be regarded as disadvan- 
tageous to the New Institution. 

Bat, though the medical classes in the 
London University are likely to be as well 
instructed as those of any other establish- 
ment, whether public or private, there are 
other circumstances which are likely to 
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affect, for a time, the prosperity of the new 
institution. The indisposition of the Coun- 
cil of the College of Surgeons to make any 
dbatenient of ilkberality, is not the only 
difficulty whith the médical department of 
the New University has to contend with. 
The Scotch Universities have refused to re- 
cognisé the certificates of the professors at 
the London University, on the grcund that 
the new éstublishment possesses no royal 
charter ; and this refusal will have the effect 
of takitg from the néw medical school, all, 
ot most, of those English and Irish students, 
wh6é may be desirous of graduating in the 
Scotch Universities. It is the auti sacra 
fimes, the hunger? aftet pelf, which has in- 


duced the Scotch Universities to avow their p 


determination of refusing the ceftificates of 
the London University, as the Council in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields has been itifluenced by 
the same unworthy motive, in declaring four 
years’ Hospital attendaficé on our provin- 
éial hospitals to be equivalent only to six 
months’ atténdance in a London hospital, 
although the facilities for acquiring know- 
ledge may be, and for the most part are, far 
greater in the former thin in the latter. 
But the certificate system is itself the root 
of the evil ; and medical education can never 
be much improved in this country, while so 
absurd and untertain a test of qualification 
is admitted, as that which is furnished by 
the mefe possession of certificates, which 
certificates are, in fact, tio more than ac- 
knowledgments of so mach money had and 
received by professors, whose interest it is 
to grant such acknowledgments to ell that 
can pay for them, and in no case to inquire 
whether the party who pays has received 
an equivalent in instruction. In a great num- 
ber of instances, wherein certificates of 
diligent attendance on courses of surgery 
and anatomy heve been granted in this 
country, the professors signing such certifi- 
cates, would be utiabile to swear in a court 
of justice whether they had ever seen the 
individuals to whose diligence they have 
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borhe written testimony. We have our- 
selves stated before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Anatomy, if we may be permitted 
to allade, in our character of journalists, to 
the evidence which we gave in our indivi- 
dual capacity, an instance from which some 
conclusions may be drawn as to the general 
value of ceftificates of attendatice on 
courses of lectures. 
nothing but the fact of a certain sum of 
money having been received by the lec- 
turer, and can never be relied upon as eVi- 


Such certificates prove 


dence of the pupil's diligence, or even of 
his presence at a course of lectures, The 
only certain test of qualification is, as we 
have repeatedly utged, a searching, bond 
fide examination, without reference to the 





| time during which, or the place where, the 
jeandidate for a medical degree may have 
The London 


| University is constrained, for the present, 


|obtained his information. 


j to acquiesce in the existing system ; but it 
| has already felt the baneful influence of 
that system, and the time, we trast, is not 
far distant when it will have the power, as 
we fee] assured it has the disposition, to co- 
operate with effect in such measures as 
may lead to a reform of medical abuses. 
Besides the dieadvantages which the me- 
dical department of the London University 
has to contend with, from its dependence 
on the Council of the College of Surgeors, 
and on the Scotch Universities, theré is a 
further inconvéniehce, which is, however, 
one that is promised to be speedily reme- 
died, resulting from its want of the means 
of giving clinical instruction within er near 
the establishment. Hence its alliance, for 
temporary purposes, with the Middlesex 
Hespital ; an alliance, which, if it were at all 
likely to be permanent or cordial, we should 
be disposed to regard as peculiarly inauspi- 
cious. The vital principle ofa young and 
vigorous establishment would be destroyed 
by an amalgamation with the, old leaven 
of corruption. The cruelty ascribed by the 
poet to Mezentius would be a type of the 
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bad policy of the Council of the University, 
if they attempted to effect an unnatural 
coalition between the rottenness of the old 
establishments, and the health and vitality 
which should belong to a purer system, 
Mortua quinetiam jungebat corpora vivis. 
But the Council have announced their 
confident expectation, that they will soon 
be enabled to establish a hospital of their 
own. This is an object of great importance 
to the students who may resort to the Lon- 
den University for the sake of medical 
instruction ; and‘upon its speedy accomplish- 
ment, and the consequent dissolution of the 
connexion between the University and the 
Middlesex Hospital will depend, in a great 
measure, the prosperity of the New Medi- 
cal School. The foundation of such a hos- 
pital will not only advance the interests of 
the new establishment, as a school of medi- 
cine, but it will afford the Council an oppor- 
tunity of showing upon what principles an 
institution for the relief of the destitute 
sick ought to be conducted. At present, it 
may be truly said, that there is not a single 
hospital in London, which is not, more 
or less, converted into a theatre for jobbing, 
corruption, and intrigue ; and of which the 
funds are not, in a greater or less degree 
gree, diverted from the charitable objects to 
which the founders intended that they 
should be appropriated. As the arrange- 
ment which has been entered into with the 
Middlesex Hospital by the Council of the 
University is only temporary, we shall 
merely advert to the inconvenience which 
the students are likely to sustain, from the 
distance between the hospital and Gower 





Street, as a circumstance furnishing the 
Council with an additional motive for de- 
ferring to as short a period as possible the 
adoption of such measures, as may render 
the University wholly independent of any 
other establishment. 

We have now fairly stated the circum- 
stances under which the New School starts, 
and the parents or friends of youth de- 
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signed for the medical profession will 
judge for themselves of the expediency of 
entering them, on the first of October, at 
the London University, Circumstances 
may, and probably will, for a time, retard 
the benefits, which, under more favourable 
auspices, might have been expected to 
arise from the new establishment, but we 
are inclined to think that there is a principle 
of energy in that establishment, which will 
finally surmount all obstacles, and triumph 
over all opposition. The professors start, 
it is true, under some disadvantages, but 
they enter upon their labours, be it remem- 
bered, with the consciousness that the eyes 
of the public are upon them, and with the 
conviction that it is only by an able and 
zealous discharge of their duties, that the 
voice of obloquy can be silenced, and the 
claims of talent and integrity to the public 
approbation can be dispassionately appre- 
ciated. We have never been among thos¢ 
who were most sanguine in their anticipa- 
tions of the great and sudden advantages to 
be derived from the establishment of a 
metropolitan University, and we have even 
entertained some doubt, whether the de- 
mand for general knowledge among those 
classes by which such a University was 
likely to be supported, was equivalent to 
the projected supply. But, whatever might 
be the amount of the demand for instruction 
among those classes, it was admitted, on all 
hands, that the existing supply was bad in 
quality, and the design of diffusing the 
benefits of knowledge was surely entitled 
to the approbation of all men who were not 
blinded by prejudices or tainted by the 
more incurable disease of hypocrisy. The 
spirit in which the scheme, and the promo- 
tors of it, have been assailed by a portion of 
the press, is indeed truly detestable ; but the 
slaves, who pander to prejadices in which 
they are not honest enough to participate, 
are scarce elevated enough in the scale of 
living nuisances to be regarded as objects 
of detestation, The dull ribaldry, and the 
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vulgar obloquy, which have been cast upon 
the new establishment, must defeat the 
purposes of its calumniators in well-in- 
formed and well-bred circles ; noris there 
any class of persons, we conceive, which 
such garbage is calculated to please, except 
perhaps, a few upstart Tories, or bloated 
Aldermen, who, as they confound opulence 
with rank in society, may likewise mistake 
buffoonery for wit. 

The expediency of supplying better in- 
struction to the inhabitants of the metro- 
polis than they have hitherto been able to 
obtain, was the main principle o. which 
the project of a new University was founded ; 
and this principle has received the strongest 
sanction from those who were upon another 
ground, perhaps honestly, opposed to the 
scheme, for they have imitated the example 
of the first projectors, and embarked in a 
similar undertaking. The plan of the King’s 
College is, in all respects, save the introduc- 
tion of @ compulsory system of religious 
instruction, wherein it is to be assimilated 
to the Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, a copy of that of the London Uni- 
versity. The King’s College aspires to no 
superior advantages, in respect to the power 
of granting degrees, to those possessed by 
the London University; a circumstance, 
which was not publicly announced until 
long after the scheme had been set afloat 
and largely contributed to, and which was 
even then announced in so modest and 
retiring a paragraph, that the fact is perhaps 
to this day unknown to many of the con- 
tributors. The sole difference, then, between 
the plan of the London University and that 
of the King’s College is that, whereas the 
former will not interfere with the religious 
belief of the student, or prescribe the mode 
in which he may best fulfil his religious 
obligations, the latter will combine, with its 
course of studies, a compulsory system of re- 
ligious instruction. By acompulsory system 
of religious instruction, we mean such a sys- 
tem asis pursued in the Universities of Oxford 
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and Cambridge, where, if the student 
neglect to attend chapel, and receive the 
sacrament at stated periods—a course of 
theology is not insisted upon—he is sub- 
jected to certain penalties, not indeed of a 
| very severe description, but sufficiently 
annoying, in a majority of instances, to en« 
force conformity. One of the severest pu- 
nishments inflicted for what is regarded in 
many Colleges as one of the least veniel irre- 
gularities, namely, the omitting, from what- 
ever motives, to receive the sacrament, is 
that of being put out of sizings and commons, 
This phrase, being interpreted, means that 
the delinquent cannot obtain his wonted 
hot rolls at breakfast from the college but. 
teries, and that he will be excluded for a 
time from the common dining-table. The 
consequence of this exclusion is, that he is 
compelled to seek his dinner at a tavern in 
the town, where he is sure to waste his 
money and his time, and may, by possibi- 
lity, impair his morals and his health; 
an ingenious contrivance for bringing a 
thoughtless student with a pure and unde- 
filed heart to the communion-table, and 
reconciling him to a participation in the 
Lord’s Supper! It would lead us beyond 
the objects which fall more immediately 
within the province of a medical journal to 
pursue this topic, but we would put it to 
the candour of those who have enjoyed the 
supposed advantages of a compulsory sys- 
tem of religious instruction at our Univer- 
sities, to decide, whether such a system is 





not calculated to generate an indifference, 
| rather than an increased reverence, for reli- 
| gious observances, Compel a man to listen 
toa set form of words, on however sacred a 
subject, fourteen times a week ; or, rather, 
| compel him to be present at the delivery of 
| such a form of words—for neither law nor 
|religion can compel to an impossibility— 
| and indifference will be the mildest form of 


| complaint with which the patient will 


| escape from a performance of the obligation. 
It is with the piety as with the learning of 


| 
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most of the young men who repair to our 
Universities ; more, we fear, is carried thi- 
ther, than is commonly brought back from 
those venerable establishments. 

The only point, then, wherein the plans 
of the London University and the King’s 
College differ, is a point in which men, of 
whatever religious opinions, who reflect 
dispassionately upon the subject, will pro- 
bably be disposed to conclude, that the for- 
mer institution has the advantage of the 
latter. But we heartily wish success to 
both establishments. The patrons of each 
may, for a while, take opposite directions ; 
but they are destined,we believe, like travel- 
lers in a cirele, to arrive at the same point. 
Increase of knowledge is, we trust, the com- 
mon object of both; and increase of knowledge 
will itself destroy the principle of intoler- 
ance which has, perhaps, given birth to one 
institution, but which the founders of that 
jastitution vainly seek to perpetuate, 


In consequence of certain communica- 
tions which we have received from the 
country, we deem it right to inform some 
of our readers, that we are in no degree 
responsible for the correctness or incorrect- 
ness of any of the statements put forth at 
this season of the year by the different 
publie and private teachers, who may select 
eur wrepper as a convenient medium of 
advertising. We do not see the advertise- 
ments, taken to our office, until after they 
bave been printed and published ; and, for 
aught we know of the matter, Charles 
Wright's champagne may sparkle on the 
same wrapper with the lustre of Hunt's 
matchless blacking and Dr. James John- 
stone’s oath for the week, that he has 5» « 
four Fasciculi. Credite posteri / 


Wuen Ropertcx Macreon published 
some stanzas in his Excrescence, the week 
after they appeared in Tue Lancet, his 





ADVERTISEMENTS.—RODERICK.—JEMMY JOIINSTONE. 


excuse for the awkward date was, that our 
Correspondent’s verses had been sent to 
the Excrescence at a time when its editor 
was et the sea-side, On Saturday last, Sep- 
tember the 20th, this ingenious person 
announced to the medical world, that an 
action had been brought at the Bristol 
Assizes, by a Mr. Luttrel, against Dr. 
Davis ; recapitulated, with a masterly hand, 
the evidence on the part of the plaintiff, as 
well as that on the part of the defendant ; 
stated with admirable precision the verdict 
of the jury, and retailed one or two obser- 
vations on this trial, which appeared in Tur 
Lancer on Saturday, dugust the 30th. There 
is nothing more unfavourable to the success- 
ful exercise of the inventive faculty, than a 
comparison of dates ; andif the distance of the 
editor of the Excrescence from the place of 
publication is to increase in the ratio of the 
interval after which our intelligence or our 
articles are appropriated, the consistent 
excuse for this last fent of dexterity, 
would be, that the editor was half seas 
over. But Dogberry, whose spirit has de- 
scended on the gentle Roperick, may sup- 
ply him with a more specious apology :— 
** An two men ride upon one horse,” saith that 
subtle dialectician, ‘‘ one of them must ride 
behind.” 


SimPce in its primitive constitution, and 
performing with scrupulous fidelity that 
important function of a medical corpora- 
tion—the examination of its members, the 
Dublin College of Surgeons throve on the 
innocence of its youth, and silently grew 
With 
the exception of a few ordinances, impolitic, 


into a sound and robust adolescence. 


but well intended, a freedom from a complex 
system of laws, and consequent exemption 
from political intrigue, deprived it of all 
temptation to abuse its confidential powers, 
Itaspired to no imperial attribute of reducing 
one portion of the profession into a degraded 
caste, as a profitable contrast to the other ; 
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it required a compliance with no code of 
education laws from its pupils; there was 
equality among its licentiates, and a choice 
of instracters conceded to its students. 
Among its senior branehes there was, there- 
fore, little dissension, because there was no 
domination ; and comparative content among 
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phantly resisted their attempts to effect his 
ruin. It is this worst impersonation of the 
corporate system which now seeks to ruin by 
conciliation, him whom it could not crush by 
coercion ; which, until this hour, left the 
man, who wrote the articles in the Eneyclo- 
pedia when a boy, who composed the trea- 


its noviciates, because the means of ac-|tise on Ruptures, the lectures on the 


quiring knowledge were elective. Itstemper, | Zoology of Man, the lectures on the Ana- 
however, has lately undergone a portentous 


revolution ; and we shall, in all probability, 


tomy, Physiology, and Pathology of the 
Eye, and many of the best detached essays 


in medical literature, to the patronage 





have to be pointing to the infancy of this 
Institution as a sort of “ golden age,” in its | secured by his own deserts. It is this cor- 
historical progress from a state of virtue to| porate Mvxcenas which patronises genius 
one of crime. It seems, indeed, to be|by leaving it to the meritorious task of 
growing weary of being obscurely useful, asserting its own ascendancy without assist- 
and passively innocuous. Having acquired | ##¢e, ahd when neglect fails, attempts its 
strength, wealth, and celebrity, it has latterly degradation through the treacherous pledge 
become impatient of its former ing!orious in- of affection, proffered, like the poisoned 
activity, and burns for the dangerous dis- | Shirt sent by the harlot Dejanira to Her- 
tinction of competing with the criminal pur- | cules, by hands practised and grown old in 


suits of its contemporaries. The guileless| “deception. It is this rare patron of merit 


mechanism of its youth, by which the 


objects of its institution were tolerably well 


attained, appear unsuited to indulge the | 
passions of its maturer years, and to the | 
ingenious obliquity of the age, which dis- | 
dains the humble task of doing good without 
It 
glance on the intriguing spirit of surround- 


sophistication. has cast an envious 
ing establishments, and longs to participate | 
in the fashionable spoils of corporate tuition. 
The glare of guilty gain, and seduction of 
sinister s\ tems, are alluring it to destruc- 
tion with an irresistible impulse. 
smitten with the splendid spoliatiors of the 
surgical aristocracy here, who fatten on the 
misery and property of our paupers, and 
endeavour to elevate themselves to a de- 
ceitful altitude, by depressing those be- 


It cannot resist the tempta- 


It is 


neath them. 
tion of enjoying the supreme pleasure of 
imitating the gorgeous vices and magnifi- 
cent misrule of that body, which has just 
been diplomatically speculating on the de- 
moralisation of a public character by con- 
tract, whose integrity and talents haye trium- 





and paragon of equity, which the provincial 
mimic of Dublia is endeavouring to carica- 
ture in the composition of a new code of 
laws to be complied with by its pupils, and 
an arrangement which hes, for its object, 
the separation of the future surgical pro- 
fession of Ireland into plebeians and pa- 


tricians. These are the novel and import- 


lant objects, for the attainment of which 


the Dublin College, under the tuition of its 
new professor, Mr. Jacob, has, we under- 
stand, been deliberating for some evenings. 
While this diminutive personage was lee- 
turer to a private school, he was one of the 
most noisy opponents of the injurious in- 
fluence of the ticket-system. The influ- 
ence of that system then touched his per- 
sonal interests; and he thought it a serious 
injustice that certificates from his school 
should not be received as qualifications for 
obtaining diplomas from all the “ consti- 
tuted authorities.” But no sooner was he 
tranferred from Park Street to Stephen’s 
Green, than the error of his late opinion 
became manifest; and he instantly dis- 
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covered, on entering on office, that colleges 
possessed the right, and ought to exercise 
it, of compelling pupils to attend their lec- 
tures, be those lectures good or bad. To 
be sure, he is still acting consistently ; it 
was then his advantage that the certificates 
of private schools should be received, as it 
is his interest now that they should not; 
and we believe his professions were as 
hollow then, as they are now despicable. 
But destitute of all principle, as the pro- 
pounder of these measures must appear, we 
auppose we must, for the hundredth time, 
refute them argumentatively. The absur- 
dities and evil effects of those measures, are 
really innumerable and incalculable. Theo- 
retically they assume the falsehoods, that 
pupils can be instructed in their profession 
by particular professors, at particular places, 
and particular times of the year, only ; that, 
in short, the lectures of corporate teachers 
alone are worth attending. Just observe 
the contradiction implied in these mea- 
sures, as evinced in the case of Mr. Jacob 
himself: in Park Street, had he remained 
there, and this system acted on by the Col- 
lege, his lectures, which are now alone con- 
sidered orthodox, would then be of no value 
at all; so that, by this assumption of the 
College, the professors of York Street are 
all presumed perfect ; those of Park Street, 
or any other private school, all dunces ; the 
air of the former, like the atmosphere of 
Attica, clears the brain, and improves the 
understanding ; that of the latter, like the 
fogs of Beeotia, dulls the senses, and debili- 
tates the intellect, while neither party is 
considered capable of communicating in- 
struction, as long as the thermometer stands 
above forty. These are but specimens of 
the absurdities necessarily involved in the 
measures proposed by Mr. Jacob for the 
adoption of the College ; and we must be 


equally brief, at present, in producing ex- 


amples of their practical effects on the pro- 


In 
the first place, any regulation which com- 


fession, and the education of pupils. 


IRISH COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


pels a student to attend a particular pro- 
fessor, must tend to diminish the diligence 
of that professor, because his fees are alto- 
gether independent of exertion to secure 
them. To him his income is precisely as 
certain, whether he neglects or performs his 
duties ; whereas, in a state of competition, 
he must work, or he would neither have 
pupils nor fees. Along with deteriorating 
tuition, compulsory laws deprive the stu- 
dent of the instructions of men who must 
necessarily exert themselves,. and inflict 
on these meritorious individuals the great 
injustice of depriving them of many pupils, 
and of communicating instruction at a rate 
lower than the several colleges. Lastly, 
by diminishing, as these compulsory laws 
have a tendency to do, the number of pri- 
vate teachers, it must necessarily diminish 
the chances of scientific discoveries, and the 
improvement of the healing art; for it is 
notorious, that it is from among this body of 
men, that most discoveries in science ema- 
nate, and that the colleges are supplied 
with their ablest professors. Extinguish, 
in short, private schools, and you commit an 
injury on medical science, which no ordi- 
nance, comprehending this evil as one of its 
provisions, can ever compensate. The whole 
of this train of argument has been lately 
followed up at so much length by our 
correspondent ‘‘ Erinensis,” that we think 
it unnecessary to pursue the subject further 
than to point it out as one of great import- 
ance to the private schools, and to hope that 
the proprietors of them will not permit the 
Irish College to adopt a system so hostile to 
its own interests, and so degrading and in- 
jurious to the profession, and to the public, 
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Elements of Descriptive and Practical Anatomy, 
Jor the Use of Students, By Jones Quaty, 
A.B. M. B. Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, and one of the Lecturers on 
Anatomy in the Medical School, Alders- 
gate Street. London. Simpkin and Mar- 
shall, 1828. pp.700, 








QUAIN’'S ELEMEN 


Mr. Quain has so sensibly and felicitous! y 
described, in his preface, the plan of his 
work, and the mode in which he considers 
it should be executed, that we cannot do 
better than transcribe the entire article :— 
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on its stady unless with a view to make 
practical application of the facts it dis- 
closes in the treatment of diseases. It is 
on this account that the works of some of 
our scientific and erudite neighbours on the 
Continent are found so defective as assist- 
Some, even of 


ants to the inexperienced. 
the treatises most generally read, treat 
Jan tor as if it were cultivated by itself, 





“Iw the composition of the subjoined 
work the author has kept the following ob- 


ects constantly in view : and for itself; or, in other words, as if a 
jec - 


knowledge of the anatomical characters of 
To give a condensed and methodical de-| bones, muscles, arteries, &c., constituted 
scription of the different structures and | the ultimate object which we seek to attain. 
organs which enter into the composition of| A student looks to them in vain for any 
the human body ; suggestions as to the method of conducting 
fo point out the most convenient me-j{his anatomical analysis; he searches in 
thods of conducting their anatomical exami- | vain for even an occasional remark on the 
nation ; | practical applications that may be made of 
To indicate some of the moraimportant | the different facts brought under his notice ; 
practical applications that may be made of| and were he to follow their guidance for 
the facts disclosed to the student during | even a year or two, sedulously devoted to 
the progress of his inquiries ; the study of descriptive anatomy, he should 
And, finally, to present abridged summa-| then commence a new course, and select 
ries of the most instructive principles of} some other guide to teach him the use that 
general anatomy. is to be made of the knowledge he has ac- 
The attention of students, during the | quired. 
limited period of their public education, is} Asa knowledge of anatomy throws con< 
necessarily divided between a variety of| siderable light on our curative indications 
objects. They have to pass through the | in the different forms of disease, so a know- 
whole circle of medical science, and to|ledge a2 priori of disease is of use to the 
attain a competent knowledge of the dif-| anatomist, both by indicating the objects 
ferent departments into which it is di-| which should be kept in view whilst ex- 
vided; so that each can receive but a/amining the different regions of the body, 


limited portion of attention, It generally 
happens that the earlier essays of a student 
in practical anatomy teach little, save a 
negative knowledge ; they teach him how 
he ought not to proceed, and his own inge- 
nuity, limited as his experience is, must 
be taxed, to determine how he should con- 
duct the examination of a similar part ata 
future period. The effort is again made, 
no doubt with a certain degree of improve- 
ment, but it is necessarily slow and tedi- 
ous. To lessen, if not altogether to remove, 
this source of difficulty, the author has 


deemed it advisable to indicate how the} 
first incisions through the skin should be} 


made when the examination of each region 
is about to be commenced, and also to note 
the parts which lie, layer after layer, be- 
neath the skip, and how they ought to be 
displaced and removed. This may be termed 
the enchiresis of the art; and though it 
can be acquired only by practice, the time 
and labour necessary for its acquisition 
may be considerably abridged by following 
such rules as are embodied in this book. 
rhe precepts here alluded to will be found 
at the conclusion of the sections, and in a 
smaller type, so as not to imterrupt the 
continuity of the work, or weaken its claim 
to the rank of a systematic treatise. 

Haman anatomy cannot be considered as 
an abstract science : scarcely any one enters 


}and still more so, in giving an additional 
zest to his inquiries. It is on this principle 
that the author has subjoined to the de- 
scription of the different arterial trunks, 
the most approved method of exposing them 
in different parts of their course, so as to 
place ligatures upon them. With this view 
he has also given detailed descriptions of 
the mode of conducting the examination 
of those regions of the body which are oc- 
casionally the seat of capital operations. 
The dissection of the inguinal region natu- 
rally suggests to the mind the propriety of 
considering the different structures con- 
tained within its limits, in reference to the 
diagnosis, relations, and treatment (by ope- 
ration ) of the more ordinary forms of hernia ; 
and our examination of the perineum could 
scarcely be said to contribute to any useful 
purpose, were it not so conducted as to im- 
press on the mind clear ideas of the manner 
in which a catheter should be introduced, 
and the operation of lithotomy performed. 

A knowledge of anatomical facts and of 
their practical applications, though of pri- 
mary importance in itself, should not form 
the ultimate limit of a professional man’s 
inquiries. “ Knowledge,” says a great au- 
thority,* “‘ though founded in particulars, 





| 


} 





* Locke. 
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yet can expend itself only by general | tions are wiitten in a style, at once forcible, 


views.” To study the different parts of @ vivid, and elegant, and the observations on 
complex machine in detail, surely cannot , 

be sufficient for those whose duty it is to | S¥*gery, are evidently based on 4 thorough 
restore its regular actions when deranged, knowledge of morbid anatomy. 

and the due performance of which duty | 
pre-supposes a correct knowledge of the | ge 
general principles on which it is con-| dents engaged in dissection, and of scarcely 
structed, and the relations which its parts | jegs value to the established practitioner.— 
severally bear one to the other. In a work | hal . : 
such 9s the present, written professedly | Mr. Quain, if we mistake not, will reach 
on descriptive and practical anatomy, gene- | the summit of his profession, 

tal principles could only be introduced with 
@ view to elucidate its main design. Hence 
the summaries which are given ef the gene- 
ral anatomy of the osseous system, of the 


This book must prove invaluable to stu- 





articulations, of the circulation in the adult 
and in the fwtus, must necessarily have 
been very much abridged ; but it is hoped | 
they will be found sufficient to place before 
the reader correct coup-d'ail views of these 
important topics. 

There is one consideration which cannot | 
be too strongly impressed on the miud of | 
every individual about to enter on the study 
of anatomy ; it is the indispensable neces- 
sity of acquiring, at the outset, a correct 
and thorough knowledge of the osseous 
aad muscular systems, as reference is con- 





MR. LIZAR'S METHOD OF AMPUTATION. 


In amputation of the thigh, arm, and fore- 
arm, Mr. Lizars makes two flaps, cutting 
from without inwards, with a knife the 
same length as the longest used by Lisfranc, 
with this differenee, however, that it has 
only one cutting edge. In amputation of 
the thigh, he makes the outer flap first, 
cutting nearly transversely to the bone, the 
imcision pointing a little obliquely upwards 
towards the trunk ; he then carries it along 
the outer edge of the bone, four or five 
inches, in the same direction, according to 


stantly made to them during the descrip-|the muscularity of the limb. The inner 
tion of every other part of the body. If/ flap is made to eorrespond precisely with 
this be neglected in the first instance, the | the outer; the assistant instantly grasping 
deficiency will seldom be supplied at a sub-/the inner flap, and thus completely com- 
sequent period; and gt every step of the |manding the artery ; so that, if the opera- 
student's progress he will feel the want of |/tor chooses, he may with safety perform 


certain portions of knowledge, which re- 
minds him that an important link in the 
chain of demonstration is lost. As well 
might a person hope to acquire clear notions 
of the demonstrations in Euclid’s Elements, 
without a knowledge of the definitions and 
axioms to which reference is made in every 


the operation without a tourniquet. 

The superiority of this mode of amputa- 
tion over that of transfixion, is said to be, that 
the surgeon can lengthen his flaps as much as 
he pleases, even in the middle of the ope- 
ration, if he considers them too short to 
cover the bone; besides, he cuts in the 


problem, whether it be simple or complex, |same line of direction; whereas, in trans- 
as hope to prosecute anatomy with success | fixion, he cuts first from, and then towards 
without an aceurate knowledge of those | himself. In this mode also the flaps are 
parts which form the basis of all the others, j}much fuller and thicker; and no lower 
aad to which allusion is made in every sub- | third flap can possibly remain, as in trans- 
sequent step of his progress.” | fixion. 





As we have allowed Mr. Quain to give | ce 
| CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS, SUCCESSFULLY 


his own account of the objects he had in| TREATED. 
view in the composition of his work, and| By Joun Saxo, Esg., Surgeon, Bishop Auck- 
the advantages of the method of study he | land. 
has recommended, he must permit us to |! #® subject of the disease was a spare man, 
» Ons ss. h 23 years of age. ‘The symptoms made their 
remark, that in no instance has he lost|, earance three weeks after the receipt 
sight of the former, nor has he, in any one | of a severe bruise of the fore-finger, and 
|the patient was seen by Mr. Sang on the 
, 12th of February, two days after the attack. 
latter. The excellence of the author's plan, | At this time the pulse was hard and quick, 
is equalled only by the extreme fidelity of the jaw nearly closed, the abdominal mus- 
cles, and also those of the lower extremi- 
’ . ~ ties, very rigid. Severe pain was felt at 
did performance; the apatomical Covert | the pit of the stomach—the bowels much 


respect, overrated the importance of the 


its execution ; the work, indeed, is a splen- 














et 





constipated. Ordered six grains of calomel 
and two of opium, in a powder ; a strong 
purge*'+e mixture (a dose to be given every 
two howes), and soap liniment, with lau- 
danum, to be rubbed over the abdomen. 
In the evening the powder was repeated. 
On the 13th, the symptoms were unre- 
lieved; the bowels had been slightly eva- 
cuated, ‘Iwo grains of calomel, and one of 
opium, were directed every two hours, and 
the purgatives continued. On the 14th, 
friction, with mercurial ointment, was had 
recourse to—the calomel and opium, at the 
same time, were continued; and, on the 
15th, the man was decidedly better. The 
symptoms, on the 16th, were much agera- 
vated—the whole body seemed to be in one 
universal spasm, On the 17th, the patient 
was much relieved. The powders and mer- 
curial inunction were steadily coutinued— 
the bowels had been freely evacuated dur- 
ing the preceding night, From this time 
the tetanic symptoms gradually subsided. 
On the 20th, profuse ptvalism was excited, 
and the calomel and opium were in conse- 
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ammon. acet. were now given, with marked 
benefit. On the 30th, the bowels being 
much constipated, one drop of croton oil 
was prescribed ; this acted freely, and the 
patient was in every respect better. In the 
| evening of the 3ist,a dranght was given 
| containing a quarter of a grain af acetate of 
| morphine, and this, after a lapse of a few 
| hours, was repeated. The effect, produced 
| was several hours’ sound sleep, and the 
| patient awoke much better: he continued 
to improve until the 3rd, when there was 
some return of mental aberration, and the 
morphine was again administered with suc- 
cess. From this time, nothing important 
transpired. 





LARGE POLYIUS UTERI SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED BY LIGATURES, 


By C. Suirn, Esq. Surgeon, Highworth, 


Wiits. 
In June, 1823, I was requested to attend 
Mrs. K——, wtat 40, whom I found in a 





very exhausted state, complaining of pain 


quence discontinued. On the following day,|in her loins and abdomen, shooting down 
the mercurial ointment was omitted ; and, the thighs, with great bearing down, and a 
on the 22nd, the patient was able to open| constant discharge of bleody sanies. On 


his mouth as well as usual, only complain-| making the slightest exertion, she fre- 


ing of slight stiffness about the jaw. 

The disease, in this case, Mr. Sang ob- 
serves, appeared to be at its crisis on the 
sirth day; from which time there was a 
progressive amendment. We congratulate 
him on tbe successful issue of a case, in 
which, looking to the experience of the 
past, there was but too much reason to 
expect little could be done. 


CASE OF DELIRIUM TREMENS, 





Treated By Matrugw Jackson, Esgq., 
Surgeon, Masham, Yorkshire. 


| quently lost a pint of blood, or more; her 
|bowels were generally constipated ; she 
| bad frequent desire to make water, which 
was scanty and tinged ; she had been ill for 
three years, and confined to her bed about 
eighteen months. She was the mother of 
one child, now six years old, and there was 
nothing remarkable occurred in her labour. 
The pulse was exceedingly weak and quick ; 
the skin clammy ; tongue white ; the woman 
was indeed literally blanched by the succes- 
sive discharges of blood. 

‘The finger could only be introduced a 
little way, as the vagina was found to be 








M.H., e#tat. 53, a spare man, of intem-| distended to the full size of the pelvis, with 
perate habits, was first visited on the 26th|a firm fleshy substance, which bled pro- 
of May, at which time he was, and had been | fusely. I found it impossible to reach the 
for some days past, labouring under mental | root of this substance, or to ascertain what 
alienation : the illusions were of a varied | kind of origin it had; but as the patient 
nature. A saline draught, containing 6| was so far reduced, that death must soon 
drops of laudanum, was directed to be taken | have taken place, I resolved to extract it, 
every hour, and a cathartic was given in/if possible; and withthe double eanulas, [| 
the evening. Throughout the two following | succeeded in applying a well-twisted cord 
days, there was « decided amendment; the | around its root; but to effect this, 1 was 
aperient acted freely, and the patient was | obliged to place the patient on her hands 
directed to take weak brandy and water, as|and knees, a position I recommend in 
a common beverage. A relapse took place | cases of large polypi. After uniting the canu- 
on the afternoon of the 29th, when the pulse | las, and pulling the cord, the hemorrhage 
was very rapid and incompressible, with|was immediately suppressed, and the pa- 
great throbbing of the temporal arteries, tient complaining of but little pain, con- 
and pain in the head. Fourteen ounces of|vinced me that I had not included any 
blood were taken from the arm, and 50 drops; improper part. [ tightened the ligature 
of laundanum given; no impression was pro-| every second day, and on the sixth day it 
duced on the disease by these means ; on the | became detached ; and how to extract the 
contrary, the patient was worse. Small substance became the next consideration. | 
doses of laudanum, as at first, with the lig. | first secured it by midwifery forceps, but 
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| 20. He has passed a very restless night ; 


after considerable exertion, they slipped, 


and occasioned much suffering. I next had, 


recourse to the sharp hook, with which I 
eventually succeeded in the delivery, The 
polypus thus extracted, was a firm fleshy 
substance, weighing nearly two pounds, very 
much resembling a calf’s heart; the surface 
divided by the ligature measured two inches 
in either direction, showing that it had an 
extensive attachment. On examining the 


the arm has been acutely painful. The 
treatment had relieved the constitutional 
symptoms, but had not influenced the 
local disorder. The inflammation had in- 
creased, and now occupied the upper balf 
of the forearm, extending along the back 
part of the arm to near the axilla. The 
limb was swollen to twice its natural size, 
tense and tender, and there was an indis. 


womb, I found it wide open, and flattened | tinct feel of fluctuation above the olecra- 
from the weight of the polypus which grew, lnon. Mr. Weekes, the house-surgeon, 
from its very bottom. The patient gradu-| made a longitudinal incision through the 
ally recovered her strength, and continues | skin and cellular membrane, along the back 
regular, and enjoys good health to this day.| of the limb, extending from the wound to 
The substance extracted is in my possession. | above the olecranon, and about six or seven 
|inches in length. A small quantity of pus 
flowed from the lower part of the womb ; 
the cellular membrane was much thickened, 
and of brawny consistence and colour; the 
ST, BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, | wound bled freely, and it was encouraged 
by hot fomentations, after which a bread 
ra ' | poultice was applied. 
PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS OF THE FORE-|' ¢2. ‘The swelling and tension of the fore- 
ARM AND ARM, SUPERVENING ON INJURY, | arm and arm were considerably diminished ; 





TREATED BY INCISION. 


Epw. Brrrenprxe, etat. 48, a large mus- 
cular man, and a free liver, was admitted 
into Mr. Lawrence’s ward, July 16th, hav- 
ing received a simple fracture of the left 
radius, and a lacerated wound of the inte. 


gument covering the upper part of the ulna. | 


Splints and a bandage were applied, and 
the latter kept wet with cold water. 

18. The forearm has been very painful 
durifig the night, and has prevented his 
sleeping ; the splints were taken off. The 
back part and upper third of the forearm 
were considerably swollen, tense, and tender ; 
the skin was of a bright red colour, more | 
particularly around the wound, which dis-| 
charged some thin pus; he had heat of) 
skin, white tongue, and headach ; pulse fre- | 
quent and full. Mr. Lloyd (who attended | 
for Mr. Lawrence) ordered venesection to | 
eighteen ounces, but the dresser, finding | 
some difficulty in bleeding him, had him 
cupped from the back of the neck, and ap- 
plied thirty leeches to the inflamed part. 
A dose of calomel and jalap was given, and 
afterwards saline medicines, with anti- 
mony. 

19. The pain of the arm was relieved by | 
the leeches, and he had passed a better 
night; the inflammation and swelling, how- 
ever, were increased, and had extended to 
the upper arm; the other symptoms con- 
tinued, with the exception of pain in the 
head. Twenty-four leeches, and afterwards 
a bread poultice. In the evening he had 
flushed countenance, violent headach, with 
a very frequent and full pulse ; he was bled 
to twelve ounces, and the head kept cold 
with wet cloths; the blood was cupped 
and buffed. 





the skin had lost its bright red colour, and 
had now assumed a wrinkled appearance ; 
the wound discharged healthy pus; the 
pain had entirely left him, and he slept 
well; the pulse was quiet, and the feverish 
symptoms subsided. 

25. The limb was of nearly its natural 
size and colour, and jhe was in all respects 


;much better. There was copious discharge 


of matter from the wound, and portions of 
the cellular membrane, in a sloughy state, 
had come away, and a granulating healthy 
surface has succeeded. 

30. The ound was healing rapidly, and 
his health was considerably improved. The 
poultice was discontinued, and the arm 
dressed and rolled. In a few days after- 
wards he was discharged, to attend as an 
out-patient. 





PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS OF THE LEG, 


Consequent on an Injury ; treated by Venesec- 
tion and repeated application of Leeches, and 
terminating fatally, 


John Hayling, etat. 52, a robust and rather 
corpulent man, a brewer's servant, and a 
hard drinker, was admitted into Mr. Earle’s 
Ward, September 7, and placed under the 
care of Mr. Skey, who attended for Mr. 
Earle, 

About three hours before his admission 
he received a severe blow, from a horse 
kicking him on the outside of the right 
knee ; it was followed by acute pain, swell- 
ing, and redness of the upper part of the 
leg. Previous to his admission he had ap- 
plied a few leeches. The inflammation 
rapidly increased, his pulse became full 
and frequent, and feverish symptums came 
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on. Thirty-six leeches were applied to the 
inflamed parts, and he was bled to sixteen 
ounces: the blood was inflamed, and co- 
vered with a thick buffy coat. The senna 
mixture was given to open the bowels. 

8. He has passed a restless night ; com- 
plains of pain in the head ; tongue white ; 
hot skin ; pulse frequent and full. The leg 
was acutely painful, and much swollen. The 
swelling extended from the outside along 
the fibular aspect of the limb, to the extent 
of some inches ; the skin was of a deep red 
colour, tense and shining, and extremely 
tender, A dose of calomel and jalap was 
given, and thirty-six leeches applied. In 
the afternoon he became delirious and quite 
unmanageable, and the strait waistcoat was 
put on; there was great heat of head—his 
countenance flushed; the temporal artery 
was opened, and twenty ounces of blood 
drawn. The inflammation and tension of the 
limb were considerably increased, and it was 
swollen to twice its natural size. Thirty-six 
leeches repeated, followed by fomentation 
and bread poultice; cold wet cloths to the 
head. 

9. His countenance was much altered ; 
he has had no sleep, and has been at times 
quite boisterous, struggling and throwing 
himself about in the bed. The redness not 
so bright, but the whole limb was increased 
in size, and enormously swollen, with ten- 
sion of its upper two thirds; there was an 
obscure sense of fluctuation on the outside of 
the knee ; he experienced great tenderness 
on pressure, along the whole fibular side of 
the leg; and its lower part was covered 
with slight vesications, containing turbid 
yellowish serum. Mr. Skey made an open- 
ing through the skin and cellular mem- 
brane, about an inch and a half in length; 
little or no matter flowed out; the wound 
geped ; and the cellular membrane, of a yel- 
low colour, thickened, and partially infil- 
trated with matter, was exposed. mrs poe 
man grew rapidly worse, and expired on 
the evening of the same day. 


Examination twenty hours after death. 


The whole stratum of subcutaneous adi- 
pose and cellular structure, occupying the 
outer half of the limb, and extending for 
about two inches above the knee to near 
the external malleolus, had gone into a 
state of suppuration: it was of a yellow 
colour throughout, as if infiltrated with 
pus, and a thin turbid yellowish fluid gra- 
dually oozed from it, leaving behind thicker 
matter. On the outside of the knee the pus 
was collected, and here formed an abscess. 
Where the suppurative state ended, the 
cellular membrane was loaded with a clear 
yellow serum. 

The vessels of the brain and membranes 
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were excessively turgid ; the arachnoid mem- 
brane was thickened and opaque, and ele- 
vated by serous effusion into the cellular 
texture of the pia mater; the ventricles 
contained a large quantity of serum, The 
contents of the thorax and abdomen were 
healthy, excepting the liver, which was 
light-coloured and very soft. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 





COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF THE SPINE, 
WITH DISLOCATION OF THE RIBS. 


Wirtitram Rovens, etat. 59, of short 
stature, a healthy-looking and muscular old 
man, was admitted into Jacob’s Ward on 
the afternoon of Thursday, Aug. 28, under 
the care of Mr. Travers. 

He stated, that for some months past he 
had been subject to vertigo and pain in the 
head, and that soon after dinner on Thurs- 
day, he went on the top of the scaffolding, 
where he was at work, (being by occupa- 
tion a bricklayer,) when he became giddy, 
and fell off, aud pitched with his back upon 
some bricks. The height from which he 
fell was about 25 feet from the ground. He 
immediately felt severe pain in his back, 
and found himself quite incapable of rising 
or moving his legs. He was taken up di- 
rectly and conveyed to the Hospital, where, 
on examination, it was found that there was 
an irregularity of the spine about the last 
dorsal vertebra, and a distinct crepitus was 
felt also at this part, All parts below the 
seat of injury were completely paralysed ; 
respiration was performed almost solely by 
the diaphragm. The pulse was depressed, 
and the countenance anxious. He was im- 
mediately placed in bed, a catheter intro- 
duced into the bladder, and the urine drawn 
off. He was cupped upon the loins to 20 
ounces, and in the evening a common enema 
was administered. 

29. He passed a restless night ; the stools 
have escaped involuntarily. Respiration 
exceedingly difficult and painful; belly 
tense, pulse hard, quick, and rather full ; 
skin hot and dry; tongue furred ; the ca- 
theter was introduced this morning, and in 
the evening. He has no sensation what- 
ever in the integuments of the abdomen 
below a line drawn transversely across it, 
two inches above the umbilicus. 

He continued much in the same state for 
the first four days, after which time, the 
powers of life became gradually weakened, 
and he sunk early on Friday morning, Sep- 
tember Sth, having lingered nearly eight 
days from the period of his admission. 
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‘ee of the spleen. The last lumbar vertebra was 
Post-mortem Exemination. frecvared near its connexion with the sacrum, 
On cutting through the inte: iments of and the traisverse processes of the three 
the back, the muscles were found tobe much ast lumbar were completely detached, end 
bruised and softened, and between them a hanging loose between the origitis of the 
great quantity of blood was extravasated. ahdominal muscles. Thére was extrdvasa- 
Un dissecting these away from the spine, it | tion of blood into the ceélldlar membrane, 
was discovered that the spinous processes under the psow muscles, and also beneath 
of all the dorsal vertebre, excepting the | the cluvicles. The poor fellow had also a 
three first and the last, were fractured and complete division of the upper lip, and 
considerably displaced. There was also) 4 great many cutaneous bruises. Thire 
found a fracture of the 1¢th dorsal, and was no division of the spinal martow, and 
also of the Sd, but neither of them were phe patierit, while living, was able to use 
attended with any great degree of displace- | the muscles of the legs, as was évinved by 
ment. On removing the arches of the dor- pinching him. 
sal vertebra throughout, it was found that, r peas 
opposite to the fracture, through the 3d List of surgical cases admitted at ‘t. 
dorsal, there was a complete division of Thomas’s, on Thutsday thé 14th, undér the 
the medulla spinalis, and laceration of its junior surgeon. 
investing membranes. There was alsocon- |" Abraham's Ward, No. 11.—James Ryde, 
sidetable inflammation of the spinal marrow, tat. 45, indolent ulcer of the leg. 
to the extent of some inches; but there was | George's Ward, No. 18.—John Jearner, 
no extravasation of blood within the theca! cugvature of the spine. 
vertebralis, at the point of separation. The! Jacob's Ward, No. 7.—John Henley, wtut. 
whole of the ribs, from the 3d to the 12th,| 97, chronic enlargement of the testicle wih 
were completely dislocated from the spine, | h ydrocele. 
and were driven forwards, so that their) “No, 91 Michael Lowder, #tat. 40, con- 
heads rested in contact with the sides of! tusion of the foot. 
the bodies of the vertebre. There was| Anye’s Ward, No. 7—Janie Groves, wtilt. 
extravasation of blood behind the pleura,/ 97, aneurism of the lower part of the femo- 
where attached to the ribs and spinal co-| rq) and also of the popliteal arteries. Tlie 
lumns, and this part also had been the| gneurism is upparently divided by the ad: 
seat of active inflammation. ‘The lungs ex-| ductor magnus into two parts. The tv: 
hibited extensive traces of organic disease A pres is Of enormous size, and the pulsa- 
and hence the respiration had been rendered | gion exceeditigly strong. 
more difficult on this aceount. No. 9.—Sarah Miller, wtat. 24, tileera- 
——— | tion of the leg. 
RUPTURE OF THE SPLEEN. Elizabeth's Ward, No, 22.—Elizabeth Col- 
On Wedtesday afternoon last, 10th ult.,| lins, wtat. 2¢, ulceration of the leg. 
a man of short stature, and between thirty Dorcas’s Ward, No. 23.—Catherine Dean, 
and forty years of age, was brought to the | stat. 18, inflammation of thé elbow: 
Hospital from Newington, in Consequence! Queen's Ward, No. 21.—Rebecca Chilton, 
of his having follen a height of sixty feet; wtut. ¢3, exostosis of the inner condyle of 
from the groun#. Atthe time of his admis- | the femur. 
sion he was in 4 state approaching to syn-| No. 18.—Eliza Petreey, wtat. 21, ins 
¢ope, and died in two hours afterwards. The | flammation of the wrist-joint. 
bedy was examined on the following day,| There were several venereal patients ad- 
and most extensive and dreadful injuries! mitted, the principal of which were a very 
were discovered. On opening the thorax, thé | singular and anomalous case of eruptions—- 
lungs were found to be lacerated in three/a case of lepra syphilitica—a case of ul- 
different places, and there was found, at least, cerated sore throat, with eruptions; and 
two quarts of grumous blood effused between | séveral cases of bubo, with gonorrhea. 
them. On the left side, ten ribs were frac- | 
tured, and the sixth and seventh were so 
much driven inwards that they had per- 
forated the left lung at least an inch and a GUY’S HOSPITAL. 
half in depth ; on the right side, the four| 
first ribs were fractured, and considerably | 











displaced, and the seventh, eighth, and| “4“IGNANT TUMOUR OF THE JaW--EXTIR» 
ninth were dislocated from their connex- | BATION BY: Ms GEEE 

ions with the transverse process of the ver-| A. H., etat. 57, tall, and of rathera spare 
tebre ; there was also a fracture through| habit, was admitted into Marthe’s Ward 
the body of the ninth and tenth dorsal. In| under the care of Mr. Key. 

the abdomen, a large quantity of blood was| She stated that, about twelve ‘months 
effused; and there was ~v extensive rupture |\since, she suffered from severe pain of 
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the teeth on the left side of the lower jaw. 
The pain subsided in a short time, but 
left a slight swelling of the cheek. This 
swelling gradually incteased, and felt of a 
stony hardness, but was unattended with 
pain. After a few months, she found the 
actions of the jaw become restrained, 
and whenever she was eating, the jaw 
was spasmodically, and with great force, 
drawn against the upper, so as to pro- 
duce an audible noise, which was so fre- 
quent and constant, that latterly it became 
quite an annoyance to her. She had not| 
menstruated for the last thirteen years, and | 
though married, had never been pregnant. 
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operation was completed in twenty-seven 
minutes. Immediately that the lower por- 
tion of the tumour was removed, the pa 
tient said she could open her jaw, and on 
the upper part being taken away, it was 
found that she could open the mouth to 
neatly its tatural extent. The flap of skin 
which had been reflected was then laid 
down, the parts lightly dressed, and the 
patient placed in bed. ‘The tumour was con- 
sidered to be of a malignant kind, approach- 
| ing very nearly to scitrhus. It was covered 
by the masseter muscle, the fibres of which, 
by its projection, were much attenuated and 
| changed in colour, especially in the centre. 





Within the last three months the actions of |The patient, ever since the operation, has 


the jaw had been completely restrained, 
and the teeth were kept nearly in contact, 
so that she was obliged to exist entirely on 
broths, 

When admitted, there was a considerable 
fulness of the cheek on the affected side ; and 
on examination, a firm tumour about double 
the size of a walnut, could be distinctly felt, | 
occupying the space between the base of the 
lower jaw and prominent part of the malar | 
bone. It was apparently firmly attached | 
to the jaw, bat both its anterior and pos- 
terior edges could be clearly defined. Mr. 
Key believed it to originate from the pe- 
riosteum, which was attached to the jaw, 
and that it was covered by the masseter. 
He advised its immediate removal, as he 
considered it to be of a malignant charac- 
ter. The patient readily assented to this 
proposal, and the operation was performed 
on Tuesday the 26th ult., in the following 
manner :— 

A semilunar incision was first made com- 
pletely through the integuments and fascia, 
nearly on a level with a line drawn from 
the corner of the mouth to the lobe of the 
ear. The convexity of this incision was 
downwards. A portion of skin was then re- 
flected upwards, and with it some branches 
of the pes anserinus. A transverse inci- 
sion was then carried across the tumour, 
just below the parotid duct, which was be- 
fore exposed, and carefully turned out of 
the way. This second incision divided the 
fibres of the masseter. A third incision was 
carried through the centre of the tumour, 
which was thus divided in halves. The 
lower portion, which was found to be very 
firmly adherent to the jaw, was then care- 
fully dissected from its connexions. The 
upper portion also was very firmly attached 
to the malar bone, and this was, in a simi- 


ing this, the knife and the finger were 
alternately employed. No vessel of any size 
was divided—none required ligatures—and, 
comparatively speaking, little blood was lost 
during the operation, The dissection was 


} 


lar manner, carefully removed ; and in do-| 


conducted with a great deal of care, and the | 7. Up to-day: he has not bad an unto- 


been doing exceedingly well. A great part 
| of the wound has united by adhesion. A 
| good deal of inflammation and tumefection 
| followed on the second day, but it rapidly 
Is subsided under the application of an emol- 
lient poultice. On the fourth day suppu- 
ration was established, and the cavity dis- 
| charged healthy pus. She could freely open 
| her mouth, and had no pain in the part. Up 
to the present period, September 7, she bes 
| been doing well. 





CALCULUS VESIC®—OPERATION BY MR.KEYs 


George Chaleraft, a spare lad of thir- 
teen years of age, was admitted into Laza- 
rus Ward, at the latter end of August, 
under the care of Mr. Key. The patient 
had had symptoms of stone in the blad- 
der for the last three years, though, till 
latterly, they had been very equivocal. He 
bad been under the care of a surgeon of 
Godalming, who sent him to town, to have 
the operation performed, 

The operation was undertaken on Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, in the presence of several French 
| surgeons, and a large assemblage ofstudents, 
Ihe bladder was opened, and the knife and 
staff withdrawn in nineteen seconds, The 
stone was extracted in ninety seconds Its 
perfectly round size caused it to recede 
|from the operator's forceps three or four 
| times before it could be grasped. It was as 
large as a common walnut. During the 
operation the patient lost a considerable 
quantity of blood, but it was principally 
venous. One artery, of larger size than 
usual, and apparently going to the bulb of 
the urethra, bled rather freely ; but a few 
minutes pressure with the finger com- 
pletely restrained the hemorrhage. The 
patient was put to bed. 

September 3.—He passed a good night, 
had had no bleeding, and the belly was 
soft, without tenderness. The bowels were 
relieved in the evening, skin free from 
heat, tongue white, and slightly furred— 
urine had flowed freely through the wound. 
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ward symptom. On the third day the urine 
escaped partly by the penis, and now does 
almost wholly so. 

12. He is in every respect doing well. 





CELLULAR MEMBRANOUS TUMOUR OF THE 
RIGHT LABIUM — OPERATION BY THE 
JUNIOR SURGEON. 


Mary Mills, a healthy-looking girl, about | 


nineteen years of age, was admitted into 
Dorcas’ Ward on the 27th of August, under 
the care of the junior surgeon. 


She stated that, about five years ago, 
she was getting upon a chair, when it 
tilted up, and the corner of it came with 
considerable force against the right labium. 
The blow produced the most intense aching 
of the part, which lasted several hours, and 
then entirely left her. In a week after- 
wards she felt a small hard lump in the 
part that had been injured. This lump 
continued to increase, but as it was unat- 
tended with pain, she took no notice of it. 
Within the last four years it had attained 
an enormous size, but did not at all affect 
her health in any way, and she only re- 
garded it as an inconvenience, by its im- 
peding progression. Wher admitted, it was 
of very great magnitude, hanging to the 
extent of ten or twelve inches between 
the thighs. Anteriorly it appeared to re- 
semble in shape a pear, having an expanded 
fundus, and a narrow and very much con- 
tracted base. It appeared to grow from the 
whole extent of the right labium. Its sur- 
face was irregular, and seemed covered with 
small nodules. It was of a dark pink co- 
lour at its lower part, and became gradu- 
ally paler as it approached its root. On 
Tuesday last it was removed. The arteries 
which supplied it were of large size, and 
bled profusely. These were secured by 
ligature, and the part dressed with a piece 
of lint. ‘The patient was placed in bed. 
The part has begun to suppurate, and ever 
since the operation the girl has been doing 
well. 

The junior surgeon on the same day also 
removed a malignant disease of the mamma. 
The particulars of this case, will be noticed 
in our next. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received from 
Mr. Seldith—Mr. Mitchell—Dr. Gibbs-- 
Dr. Forster—A Town Accoucheur—Hun)- 
phrey Blue Devil—Penna—Mr. Beddiny- 
field—Mr. T. Parker, jun.—A.—Mr. Hay- 
ward—Dr. J. Ward—Dissector Q.—Pip-- 
X.—Mr, R. Williams—Dr, Wilson. 


* C.P.”—No. 


** Philo”—He shall feel whether we can 
or not. 


Thanks to X., but we fear that his com- 
munication cannot be inserted. 


Mr. Lawrence was elected a Member 
of the Council of the College of Surgeons 
about six weeks since. He was proposed 
by Abernethy! and seconded by A. Cooper! 
How “ straight-forward!” but the ‘* ser- 
pentine” scheme has failed, Mr. Lawrence 
remains firm, and is still the Treasurer 
of the fund subscribed for effecting a radical 
surgical reform. This is a sufficient answer 
to the twaddle of which Carro speaks. Let 
him watch the events of the ensuing autumn, 

Dr. Blundell’s concluding Lecture on 
** Midwifery,” will be found at page 801, 
His invaluable Lectures on the ‘‘ Anatomy 
and Physiology of the Gravid Uterus,” and 
on “‘ Diseases of Women and Children,” 
will be commenced in an early Number ; 
and at about the same period, we shall 
publish the first of another Course of Lec- 
tures, of acknowledged excellence and 
utility.! 

R. E. G. asks, “‘ Where is the Surgical 
Committee ?” 
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